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SCLIDARITY COMMITTEE FOR ETHIOPIAN
POLITICAL PRISONERS (SOCEPP)

2 ,}

February 10/2010

OPEN LETTER TO PRESIDENT JACOB ZUMA
PROTECT ETHIOPIAN REFUGEES IN SOUTH AFRICA

On Februarz 7, shops owned by Ethiopians and other foreign nationals were
looted and the refugees attacked in a service delivery protest that, as
happened in july 2009, turned violent and xenophobic. The attacks took place
in Siyathemba and Balfour townships.

The consortium for Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CoRMSA) has
added ist voice against these attacks which continue because the perprators
are not brought to justice. A task force of Ministers which visited the affected
townships, much as Your Excellency has done in a surprise visit, has not come
up with any effective and sustainable solution. The refugees are being used as
convenient excuses by protesting people and this must be stopped as it is
unjust on all grounds. In July 2009, many Ethiopians, like Zimbabweans though
in a lesser number, were victims of violence and looting and were displaced
too. Most Ethiopians fled to South Africa to flee persecution much as South
Africans come to Ethiopia as refugees during the Aparthied rule. South Africa
must respect the right of refugees and protect Ethiopians from xenophobic
violnce.

Excellency, Ethiopia is presently suffering under a one ethnic base dictatorship
that has emerged as one of the worst human rights violators in the continent.
It is not by accident that many Ethiopians face dangers and even death to make
their way to South Africa ti find refuge. Hence, their refugee rights and saftey
should not be compromised.

SOCEPP thanks Your Excellency.

INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS INJUSTICE EVERYWHERE
SOCEPP, POSTFACH 51213, BERLIN 13372, GERMANY
SOCEPP, 30 RIGA COVE, WINNIPEG,MB R2P 2Z7,CANADA
E MAIL: SOCEPP @AOL.COM
WEB SITE: WWW.SOCEPP.DE
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SCLIDARITY COMMITTEE FOR ETHIOPIAN
POLITICAL PRISONERS (SOCEPP)

February 11/2010

NORWAY—STOP MISTREATING ETHIOPIAN REFUGEES

SOCEPP has learnt taht a number of Ethiopian asylum seekers are undergoing
mistreatment and undue incarceration in isolated camps. This is worrying and
totally unjust and SOCEPP once again calls on the authorities in Norway to
redress the situation without any procrastination.

Here below is a copy of a letter received by SOCEPP which details the situation
in the camps of Norway.

“Dear SOCEPP

We, Ethiopians living in Norway, need your urgent help in forwarding our
problem to the concerned authorities in Norway. The situation is as follows.

We are asylum seeker in Norway. Some of us heve been frozen in this
situation for three years and most of us have stayed here from six years to ten
years: All of us are political refugees, but, our applications were rejected at
differenet timeson grounds we consider flimsy and unfounded. Noe we are in
waiting camps or deportation camps in two places, namely FRAGERLI and
LIRE, near to the Norwegian capital Oslo. It is the rule of Norwegian
immigration that the maximum stay in these places be from two weeks to three
months depending on the refugee; situation. But some of us have been in the
camps for more than two years.

The situation of the camps:

1. We are not allowed to meet or be visited by any humanitarian
organization. The camps are controlled by the Norwegian police.

2. The camps are very isolated from the society and we are unable to

have access to the telephone and othe means of communications.

Not enough food, medication and clothing.

Five or six people are crammed in a single small room and as a result

many refigees have fallen ill or have become depressed.

5. The situation has led to short tempers and frustration and often to
fights. The police intervene and throw out the persons involved
outside on the open ground.
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Nobody seems responsible for these inhuman and degrading treatments of
refugees in Norway. Many refugees have mental problems now and are
permanently ill and have become usless even if they go back to their
homeland. All the Ethiopians in these two camps are political refugees and
they face deportation back to the repressive regime that has often disapeares
or jailed refugees who have been deported. The mistreatment of refugees is an
unjust act and the act of deportation is also against the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights(ICCPR). which protects the refugees from sending
back to countries where they face a serious risk of persecution or torture. The
Human Rights Committee has interpreted article 7 of the ICCPR to forbid a
return of persons to places where they would be at risk of torture or cruel,
inhuman, or degrading treatment or punishment.

SOCEPP, please we need the urgent help of your office and that of all
concerned international humanitarian organizations.”

Norway, please end this injustice which stains your human rights record.

INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS INJUSTICE EVERYWHERE
SOCEPP, POSTFACH 51213, BERLIN 13372,GERMANY
SOCEPP, 30 RIGA COVE, WINNIPEG,MB R2P 2Z7,CANADA
E MAIL: SOCEPP @AOL.COM
WEB SITE: WWW.SOCEPP.DE
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AFRICOM: A RECOLONIZATION FORCE?

Lemma Tedla

Liberia has formally expressed its willingness to serve as the base for the
American controlled African Command force which is now stationed in
Germany. The African Command was established in October 2007 and
activated a year later. Until their transfer to the Africa Command (AFRICOM)
all 53 nations on the continent except for those in the Horn of Africa (covered
by the Central Command) and the island nations of Madagascar and the
Seychelles in the Indian Ocean (handled by Pacific Command) were within the
area of responsibility of the European Command (EUCOM), whose top
commander is simultaneously the Supreme Allied Commander of the North

Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

AFRICOM, whether based in Germany or Liberia, augurs more direct military
intervention by the US in Africa. Until recently, Washington did not engage in
full scale military intervention in Africa (bombing Tripoli and Khartoum, but
the Mogadishu debacle was itself another deterrent) and had contented itself
with indirect action like organizing assassinations (Lumumba), backing
colonial forces (Portugal), Apartheid (South Africa ), arming pro American
rebels (FLNA and UNITA in Angola, TPLF and EPLF in Ethiopia, Renamo in
Mozambique, supporting dictators like Siyad Barre and Mobutu in Zaire,
staging coups (Ghana). On their part, the French intervened militarily to pro
up dictators or to support rebels (Chad, Cote d'lvoire, Central African
Republic), while Britain went after the diamonds in Sierra Leone and ended

up by controlling the country as a whole. The setting up of AFRICOM
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highlights America's determination to take the upper hand over its rivals

(China mainly and France in a second degree).

The intensification of America's military intervention in Africa began with the
so called Pan Sahel Initiative (PSI) with the deployment of Special Forces to
Mali, Mauritania, Niger ( against Tuareg rebels) and other places in Western
Africa. The Pan Sahel Initiative was succeeded by the Trans-Saharan
Counterterrorism Initiative (TSCTI) in June 2005 which has American military
personnel (1000 in number) assigned to eleven African nations: Algeria,
Burkina Faso, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria
and Senegal. The urgency for an AFRICOM was explained by AFRICOM
commander General Ward in March 2008 as a result of "America's
dependence on African oil" and the need "to combat terrorism". It is to be
noted that prior to the formal launch of AFRICOM, the Pentagon conducted
in 2008 the Africa Endeavour in which 23-nation military forces from Benin,
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Gabon, The
Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zambia took part. Since then, the US has
trained African rapid intervention and counter insurgency forces and has used
these for interventions (Ethiopia in Somalia and Darfur, Rwanda in the Congo
and the Sudan, Uganda in the Congo and Somalia, etc). Washington does
make the appropriate noises about human rights, development and general
security concerns but the bottom line is that its main concern is the vast
potential and riches of Africa. In its official web site, AFRICOM justifies its

existence in the following terms:

"Africa is growing in military, strategic and economic importance in global

affairs. However, many nations on the African continent continue to rely on
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the international community for assistance with security concerns. From the
U.S. perspective, it makes strategic sense to help build the capability for
African partners, and organizations such as the Africa Standby Force, to take
the lead in establishing a secure environment. This security will, in turn, set

the groundwork for increased political stability and economic growth".

However, Pentagon's contingent scenarios for the invasion of Nigeria and for

naval control of Africa's off shore oil reserves and routes suggest different.

AFRICOM is arguably an American re colonization force enabling Washington
to intervene at will and where need be to secure its strategic interests. The
counter insurgency troops trained by the US from West Africa to the Horn are
not only to be used locally to stamp out rebellions but also to act locally and
regionally against threats to American interest. China is deep in competition
countering the American presence and drive to impose monopolistic control.
China arms and trains the forces several countries with oil and strategic
minerals in their soil. In all cases, the hue and cry against terrorism in Africa is
but a shroud, a cover. AFRICOM's primary mission is to secure oil and
strategic minerals and to assure American supremacy in this campaign.
Evidently Africa's main problems suggest bad governance and economic
malaise but America's focus is not on these priorities though it is apparent
that repressive regimes or no State countries like Somalia are fertile grounds
for terrorism and violence. AFRICOM is a Bush legacy that seems to have
been inherited without question by Obama. Alas, it not a measure geared to
finding a solution compatible with African interests but a military contingency
measure based on an alliance with African tyrants and aimed exclusively at

assuring American dominance of Africa.
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