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LIJ MICHAEL IMRU
DIES

Lij Michael Imru
(1929-2008)

Addis Journal

News of his death has
come on Monday [27 Octo-
ber 2008). Lij Michael Imru,
who died at the age of 79,
had been in and out of inten-
sive care for several months
here in Ethiopia, Thailand
and the USA. The former
prime minister might have
been absent from the public
and the media for some time.
But his long career had been
anything but obscure. Born
into prominent parents, Imru
moved to Jerusalem during
the ltalian occupation. His fa-
ther, Ras Imru Haile Selassie,
a cousin of the Emperor, was
taken to Italy on exile after he
was defeated in the war.

The young Michael stayed
in Jerusalem for five years
where he begun school. Af-
ter his return to Ethiopia, he
joined the Kotebe Qedamawi
Haile Selassie School where
he attended his high school
education. Hedid wellinclass
and earned good grades.
After finishing high school,
Michael went to Oxford and
did his first and second de-
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gree in Economics, Poalitical
Science and Philosophy. He
was active in school activi-
ties and was president of the
Ethiopian Students Union in
England and a champion of
issues related to civil liberties
and land reform.

He spent only two months
as Minister of foreign Affairs,
before sent to Moscow, and
was with

UNCTAD, in Geneva from
1965 until 1968. Among the
major posts he held- ad-
ministrator of the planning
Board, 1957-59; vice-Min-
ister of agriculture 1958-59,
ambassador to Washington
1959-61, minister of Foreign
Affairs 1961 and ambassa-
dor to Moscow 1961-65. He
was said to have inherited
much of the aura of radical-
ism and honesty attached to
his father, Ras Imru. He was
distinguished by both oppo-
sition to the monarch and his
liberal views His brash and
confrontational manner at
times put him at loggerheads
with the monarch. When the
Emperor was dethroned,
he was one of the few aris-
tocrats not detained. In fact
was made a prime minister.
But he was manipulated from
the outset. Historian Harold
Marcus wrote Michael really
had no opportunity to follow
an independent policy, but
he provided a cover of legiti-
macy for the Derg’s decision.
He was a mere eight week’s
prime minister and retired
from the Derg almost imme-
diately. Lij Micahel is survived
by three children.
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ABSURD STATISTICAL GIMMICK IN ETHIOPIA’S 2007 CENSUS

By Cens Kerk - December
15, 2008

Absurd statistical gimmick
in Ethiopia’s 2007 census and
the need for accounting for
the missing 3.0 million people
in Amhara and Addis Ababa.

When the second population
and housing census was con-
ducted in 1994 (the first was
in 1984), the total population
of Ethiopia was 53.5 million,
putting the country the sec-
ond most populous in Africa.
There were no surprises or in-
consistencies in the results of
both censuses. Unlike its pre-
decessors, the 2007 National
Population and Housing Cen-
sus was accompanied by long
delays and the results con-
tained horrific inconsistencies
and unprecedented errors.

The much awaited popula-
tion census result was made
public a couple of weeks ago.
According to the new census,
the country is home to only
73.9 million people in 2007,
significantly lower than the
79.1 million expected based
on the 1994 census and vari-
ous demographic surveys car-
ried out between 1994 and
2007 (see World Bank, Ethio-
pia at a Glance).

The population growth rate
has been reduced from 2.6 to
2.51. What is striking about
the census is that the lower
overall population number or
growth rate is attributed to a
sharp decline mainly in two
regions, namely Amhara and
Addis Ababa.

According to the 2007 cen-
sus, population growth rate
varies markedly among the
different regions: the highest
annual population growth rate
is observed in Gambella re-
gion (4.1 percent) followed by
Benishangul-Gumuz,  grow-
ing at a rate of 2.94 percent
(Table 1). Oromiya and SNNP
are reported to be growing at
2.90 percent per annum over
the same period. The growth
rate for Tigray is 2.48 percent.
2.55 percent for Somali, 2.40
percent for Dire Dawa, 2.22
percent for Afar and 2.61 per-
cent for Harari. By contrast,
the growth rate for Amhara is
the lowest, only 1.70 percent.
The capital city, Addis Ababa,
is also reported to be grow-
ing by only 2.01 percent per
annum, the second lowest
growth rate.

The sudden drop in the
growth rate of Amhara is to-
tally inconsistent with trends
and statistical facts until the
current census report. Why
are the growth rates so low
in Amhara and Addis Ababa?
Is there any fundamental eco-
nomic transformation or any
disaster of biblical propor-
tion taking place in the two

regions? Similar doubts were
also raised when the census
report was recently presented
to the Parliament but no satis-
factory responses were given.

Available demographic and

socioeconomic evidences
demonstrate that the Amhara
region is in no way different
from the other regions. Table
2, for instance, portrays to-
tal fertility rates by region and
it can be observed that the
Amhara region has the fifth
highest total fertility rate and
the third highest mean num-
ber of children ever born to
a woman of 40 to 49 years
old. In other words, Amhara
and Tigray regions have the
same fertility rates (5.1). The
mean number of children born
is, in fact, higher in Amhara
(7.0) than in Tigray (6.8). Only
SNPP (7.5) and Oromiya (7.1)
have a higher mean number of
children ever born to a woman
than Amhara.

This is to be expected be-
cause women in Amhara are
not better educated than their
counterparts in other regions:
illiterate  women in Amhara
region account for 69.5 per-
cent, compared to 63.0 per-
cent in Tigray, 66.1 percent
in Oromiya and 69.6 percent
in SNNP (Table 3). The Am-
hara region also shares similar
features with other regions of
the country such as Oromi-
ya, Benishangul-Gumuz, and
SNNP in terms of wealth dis-
tribution (Table 4). Not surpris-
ingly, close to 84 percent of
married women in the Amhara
region did not use any con-
traceptive in 2005 (Table 5),
a feature akin to regions like
Tigray, Oromiya, Benishangul-
Gumuz, Gambella and SNNP.
[t should be made clear that all
the information (tables 2 to 5)
is from the 2005 Demographic
and Health Survey (DHS) report
which is based on a nationally
representative data collected
only two years before the new
census by the Central Statis-
tical Agency (CSA). CSA is, a
government institution which
also conducted all the census
surveys, including the current
one.

There is absolutely no jus-

tification for the 1.7 percent
growth rate in the Amhara re-
gion. If we take a conservative
growth rate of 2.51 percent,
which is the same as the na-
tional average, then the true
population of the Amhara re-
gionis 19.09 million, not 17.21
million (Table 6). Nearly two
million people have ceased to
exist in the Amhara region not
because of any sudden earth-
quake or tsunami but because
of absurd statistical error or
unprofessional manipulation.

Given that Amhara is among
the poorest regions in the
country, budgetary and grant
allocations which exclude the
two  million
people of the
region would
only worsen
the poverty
and depriva-
tion.

With re-
gard to Ad-
dis  Ababa,
it is true that
the adminis-
trative region
has the low-
est  fertility
rate or the
lowest mean
number  of
children ever
born to wom-
en. However,
the popula- |
tion growth of ¥
the region is
driven more
by migration
than by natu-
ral  growth.
According
to the 1999
Labour Force

e

the last 10 or 15 years.

The recent boom in the hous-
ing construction in all corners
of the city is unprecedented.
If we add a minimum natural
growth rate of 1.0 percent to
the 3.9 percent of net-migra-
tion (which is an underestimate
by all account), the annual
growth rate of Addis Ababa’s
population is 4.9 percent,
which is more than double the
growth rate given in the new
census report (2.01%). Ac-
cordingly, the true population
of Addis Ababa is 3.93 million,
not 2.74 million as given in the
new census report (Table 6).
Again, the 1.2 million people
missing in the new census do
exist and need to be counted.

In short, Ethiopia’s total pop-
ulation in 2007 was not 73.8
million but rather 76.9 million.
A total of 3.0 million people
in Amhara and Addis Ababa
have not been accounted for
in the latest census.

The anomalies in the report
are extreme with serious po-
litical, social, economic, legal,
ethical and human right im-
plications. This blatant error
is unprofessional and deeply
embarrassing for the govern-
ment. We trust that CSA still
has statisticians and demog-

raphers capable of checking
the facts and taking corrective
actions without delay. We also
call upon multilateral and bilat-
eral organizations operating in
Ethiopia, including the United
Nations Population Fund (UN-
FPA), the World Bank, the
IMF, the African Development
Bank, USAID, DFID, SIDA
and CIDA as well as statisti-
cians, demographers and re-
lated professionals to look at
the inconsistencies and gross
underestimations. Any delay in
acknowledging the existence
of the 3.0 million people would
only mean that the error oc-
curred by design, not by ac-
cident.

This incidence, if not cor-
rected immediately, should
also cast serious doubt on all
quantitative and qualitative in-
formation so far provided by
the government. Improvement
in per capita income requires
a sound development strat-
egy and a concerted effort to
increase the numerator or the
GDP, not a sudden slashing
down of the denominator or
the size of the population.

In our next report, we will
critically look at the current
census report by major reli-
gions.
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Survey, the
rate of net-
migration in
the city was
3.9 percent
per annum.
We  believe
this rate of
migration has
increased in
recent years
as evidenced
by the rapid
expansion of
the city over
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Human Rights

ETHIOPIA: CHARGE OR FREE ETHNIC OROMO
TERRORISM SUSPECTS

2008

NEW YORK (Nov 27) — The Ethiopian
government should immediately free 53
ethnic Oromos arrested several weeks
ago on allegations of support for terror-
ism if it cannot credibly charge them,
Human Rights Watch said today. Hu-
man Rights Watch said that a court
should not grant further police requests
to extend their detention without charge
past a December 1, 2008, deadline, in
part because of serious risks of torture.

Ethiopian authorities have arrested
more than 100 ethnic Oromo Ethiopians
since October 30 in Addis Ababa and
across Ethiopia’s Oromia region, and 53
remain in detention without charge in
Addis Ababa. The government claims
they were helping plot terrorist attacks
on behalf of the outlawed Oromo Liber-
ation Front (OLF), that they were funding
the rebel group or committing other, as
yet unspecified crimes linked to terror-
ism or rebel activity.

“Ethiopia has well-founded fears of
terrorist attacks, but has often manipu-
lated those fears to suppress dissent,”
said Georgette Gagnon, Africa director
at Human Rights Watch. “These mass
arrests bear all the hallmarks of the ‘im-
prison first, investigate later’ tactics used
to arbitrarily detain peaceful critics.”

While Ethiopia has valid security con-
cerns related to bombings and other
attacks, the government has routinely
cited terrorism as a pretext for suppress-
ing nonviolent opposition and arbitrarily
detaining peaceful government critics.
Over the years, Ethiopia’s government
has regularly used accusations of sup-
port for the Oromo rebels, who have
been carrying out a low-level insurgency
for a decade, as a pretext for cracking

down on political dissent among the
Oromo population.

Those arrested include Bekele Jirata,
secretary general of the Oromo Federal-
ist Democratic Movement, an opposition
political party with seats in Parliament;
three human rights activists working for
the Ethiopian Human Rights Council in
the town of Nekemte (since released);
teachers and university lecturers; and
several prominent businessmen and
hotel owners. At their last court appear-
ance, some of the detainees said that
they had been taken from their cells at
night and tortured. Torture has been a
routine practice at Addis Ababa’s Maike-
lawi, or Central Investigation Unit, where
the detainees are being held.

The Ethiopian government blames
the Oromo rebels for numerous gre-
nade and bomb attacks in Addis Ababa
and elsewhere in recent years. A public
statement by police and intelligence of-
ficials on November 22 accused legal
opposition parties of harboring terrorists
bent on “dismantling the national consti-
tution” within their ranks.

The recent arrests coincide with a
massive security deployment in Addis
Ababa that took place in response to
bombings on October 29. The Ethiopian
trade mission in Hargeisa, Somaliland
was hit by a suicide bomb attack that
claimed at least four Ethiopian civilian
lives. It was one of several near-simul-
taneous attacks in Hargeisa and the
semi-autonomous region of Puntland
in Somalia that killed at least 25 people,
mainly Somali civilians. The attacks may
have been carried out, though, by insur-
gents from Somalia, where the Ethiopian
military has been engaged in support of
the transitional government since De-
cember 2006.

Past arrests of ethnic Oromos have
targeted people from all walks of life,
including political figures, teenage stu-
dents, teachers, and civil society ac-
tivists. In November, the government
pardoned and released 44 people con-
victed of crimes linked to the rebels who
had been in prison for long terms. Some
had originally been sentenced to life in
prison or death.

As Human Rights Watch has sup-
pressing-dissent" documented, gover-
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nance in Oromia has long been marked
by widespread acts of intimidation, ar-
bitrary arrest, torture and other serious
human rights abuses targeting people
who criticize the government. Many of
those targeted for abuses have done
nothing more than to criticize local of-
ficials or participate in student protests.

Police investigators have not charged
any of the recent detainees with a crimi-
nal offense. Courts have ordered some
detainees released after police failed to
provide any legal basis to justify their
detention. Five detainees were released
in Addis Ababa along with others who
were detained in Nekemte, Dembi Dollo
and other parts of Oromia. But 53 re-
main in custody in Addis Ababa after
police officials obtained a court order to
allow them to keep the detainees in cus-
tody for two weeks while they gathered
evidence against them. When the two-
week deadline expired on November
24, the police returned to court empty-
handed but obtained a one-week exten-
sion, until December 1, to find evidence
that might substantiate criminal charg-
es.

This pattern of prolonged detention
without charge is routine practice in
cases of Oromo Ethiopians arrested on
accusations of terrorism or of support-
ing the rebels. Ethiopian courts often

eventually reject police requests for con-
tinued detention and order those held to
be released — but only after they have
spent weeks or months in detention
while police claim to look for evidence
that could justify their being charged.

“Ethiopian judges deserve praise
when they stand up to order the release
of people detained without legal basis,”
Gagnon said. “But often this only hap-
pens after detainees have already been
held without charge for punitive lengths
of time.”

Oromia is Ethiopia’s largest and most
populous region. Its regional govern-
ment is controlled by the Oromo Peo-
ple’s Democratic Organization (OPDO),
a member of the ruling Ethiopian Peo-
ple’s Revolutionary Democratic Front
(EPRDF).

The Oromo Liberation Front fought
alongside the governing party in the
struggle to overthrow the Derg dictator-
ship, but after the war the two organiza-
tions fell out with one another.

The OLF was outlawed and its leader-
ship driven from the country. It is now
based in Asmara, Eritrea. Relations be-
tween Ethiopia and Eritrea have been
poisonous since the two countries fought
a bloody border war in 1998-1999 that
claimed tens of thousands of lives. The
border issue remains unresolved.
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ANALYSIS

HOW CAN OBAMA MANAGE AFRICA’S EUPHORIA?

By Daniel Wallis | November
7, 2008

KOGELO, Kenya (Reu-
ters) - Within hours of Barack
Obama's election  victory,
Kenya sent workers to bring
electricity for the first time to
his late father's rural village.

Obama may find it hard to
bring such fast, tangible ben-
efits to a whole continent that
greeted his White House tri-
umph with euphoria and vast
expectations.

"Africans must not ask ex-
traordinary things from him,
must not expect ... that
through the miracle of his elec-
tion America will drain money
on Africa to change our con-
tinent," cautioned Senegalese
President Abdoulaye Wade.
‘| don't think that's going to
happen, and it wouldn't be a
good thing."

The appointment of a "son
of Africa" to the most powerful
position in the world has sent
hopes for change soaring.

But given the global eco-
nomic meltdown, and myriad
other foreign policy priorities
-- not least Irag, Afghanistan,
Russia and Iran -- the Obama
administration's  first policy
challenge in Africa may just be

L
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managing expectations.

When he does turn his atten-
tion to its needs, there will be
no easy answers. From fresh
fighting in eastern Congo to
the crisis in Darfur and intrac-
table conflict in Somalia, many
of Obama's intelligence brief-
ings on Africa will be grim.

Priorities include accelerat-
ing the continent's integration
into the global economy, se-
curing American access to oil
and other natural resources in
the face of fierce Chinese and
Indian competition, and con-
tending with a host of humani-
tarian crises.

"RARE OPPORTUNITY"

Analyst J. Peter Pham, Af-
rica advisor to Republican
candidate John McCain, said
Obama's Kenyan ancestry
would help drive policy there
-- alongside strategic and po-
litical concerns.

"The excitement sweeping
across Africa now presents
(him) with a rare opportunity to
translate effusive sentiments
of good will into a windfall of
diplomatic capital which, if he
husbands it prudently, can
significantly advance Ameri-
ca's values and interests on

the continent while helping to
achieve Africans' aspirations
for peace, stability, and devel-
opment," he said.

Obama's personal story has
inspired millions across Africa,
reducing many to tears of joy
and pride when he won.

Some African leaders, how-
ever, might privately be feeling
a bit nervous. Obama's cam-
paign vowed to strengthen ties
with governments and groups
committed to democracy and
accountability.

Kenyan human rights activ-
ist Maina Kiai said Obama had
showed his stomach for a fight
when he visited South Africa in
2006 as the only black U.S.
senator -- criticising President
Thabo Mbeki for his slow re-
sponse to AIDS and urging
him to take a tougher stand
against Zimbabwe's Robert
Mugabe.

He then to Kenya, met pro-
democracy groups and gave
a powerful speech at Nairobi
University on human rights.

“The next thing you heard
was government officials at-
tacking Obama and saying he
doesn't understand Kenya,"
Kiai said.

"On Darfur, he has been very
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strong on it. On Zimbabwe, he
has been very clear about the
need for change and the need
for Mugabe to stop killing and
hurting his people ... he has
consistently been on the side
of the underdog, on the side of
the people, the side of right, so
hopefully that will continue."
The Nairobi Star agreed, say-
ing Africa should not expect a
soft ride from Obama: "In fact
he will probably be tougher
than Bush or Clinton, if we are
to judge by his speech on cor-
ruption in Nairobi in 2006."

DEMOCRATIC EXAMPLE

Obamaiis clearly interested in
Africa -- the question is wheth-
er he will have the money to
do anything here.

The issues certainly look
likely to get more of a hearing
at high levels with Susan Rice,
former President Bill Clinton's
top Africa aide, tipped as a
possible national security ad-
viser.

Another legacy of history's
most closely watched ballot
might just be the dignity shown
by McCain in defeat.

The elation at Obama's win
was felt most strongly by Ke-
nyans, who saw their nation

«\WHOLE LAMB
e HALF LAMB

VERY FRESH- DIRECT FROM THE FARM

torn apart by post-election
tribal violence at the start of
this year. Many other African
polls have also been marred
by bloodshed.

"It is particularly instructive to
us in this country ... that John
McCain gracefully conceded
defeat but remained ever the
steadfast statesman, as any
leader anywhere worth his
name should," said Kenya's
Party of National Unity, which
formed a unity government
with the opposition to end the
turmoil.

Kenya's Daily Nation asked
why, if the bloodshed seen in
Kenya was unthinkable in the
United States despite such
a hard-fought, heated and
lengthy election campaign,
was it so common on the
world's poorest continent?

"The answer could simply be
that we are incapable of har-
bouring any tolerance for each
other's points of view," it said.
"True democracy requires tol-
erance and the ability to give
in with grace when we lose a
political contest." (Additional
reporting by Dakar and Johan-
nesburg staff; Writing by Dan-
iel Wallis; Editing by Andrew
Cawthorne)
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ETHIOPIAN: CENSUS DATA REPORT WAS REJECTED BY
MUSLIMS AFTER CONFERENCE

Saturday,
2008

December 13,

Facilitated by Network of Ethi-
opian Muslims NEME, Ethiopian
Muslim organizations, leaders,
activists, associations, think-
ers and scholars all over the
world had a teleconference on
the census data and its impli-
cations. The conference was a
unique one, as the participants
tried to be as much candid as
possible and let aside the so
called political correctness.The
conference was transmitted
Live to a large audiences on
palktak who had their chance
to participate on the confer-
ence.

The discussion , in general,
continued for about 7 hrs and
it would be far beyond this ar-
ticle to convey it. Leaving aside
to other mass media the details
let us share the core points and
the uniqueness of the confer-
ence and the discussion.

As there was an absolute
consensus ,no time was spent
on discussing of the corrupt-
ness of the census data at all.
For Ethiopian muslims they
lived it for along time, even they

had a time were their very exis-
tence was denied. However, a
detail was given on how things
were developing for the latest
census data, which Muslims
had some hope of reversing the
denial tradition, including under
and above ground actors from
insiders.

Muslims organization felt that
they were let down by the gov-
ernment. That is after they had
a land mark journey which they
raised several muslim issues
directly with the prime minster,
which included the census data.
A Badr member and one of the
top leaders who led the journey
expressed this as the "last one
of a chain of our demands that
we got it slapped on our face",
despite the promise. "we have
been doing this for the sake of
our country and the love that
we have for it. We know that
the country will never prosper
as long as the majority who are
Muslims are oppressed."He
stressed .

The conference and the dis-
cussion was far beyond point-
ing fingers which Muslims
usually do to get a temporary
relief to their pain.In fact Mus-

8

lims focused on self criticisms
and self evaluation. They asked
their failure to have any kind of
impact of what so ever on the
ground. " What would you bring
if they were to claim Muslims as
2%"?", one activist asked. A hot
debate and discussion followed
this reality, to get deeper and
touch the reality.

Many found it to be things
deeper than simple numbers
and far beyond the existing re-
gime. History and experience
was briefly visited including
the changes the country has
seen wih regime changes. "
There are variables and static
or invariable parts of policies", a
thinker and a scholar explained.
"Policies regarding muslims is-
sues are among the fixed ,un-

changing part of the policies",
he continued. He warned that
some muslims should not be
deluded by the variables, and
should not expect that a solu-
tion by changing a prime min-
ister or individuals, but within
inside.

All participants have come
to a conclusion that to shake
the invariables and bring jus-
tice and coexistence based
on mutual respect, muslims
should show their existence in
reality, regardless of what the
paper says. There was an un-
derstanding that blame lies on
muslims themselves, not on
christian elites and media who
organized themselves to their
own objective no matter how
narrow and greedy their target

might be.

"Good News! Good News!" it
was that amazing person once
again. Everybody who is dis-
mayed by what is going on was
surprised to hear him saying
this at a time muslims thought
that the good news are far be-
yond their imagination.

"You might be surprised that
| see a good news at statistical
data which slaughtered millions
of muslism! That apparently is
not a good news, but nothing
is new about this. The good
news is that a record number of
Ethiopian muslims are gathring
and patiently discussed this
single issue for a record length
of time. For the first time | see
muslims feeling the pain and
expressing their readiness to
bring a change. | am optimistic
that change is coming and that
is the GOOD NEWS.!III"

Of the how to react a short ,a
medium and a long run actions
were proposed. They include
legal, political and social activi-
ties to increase the awareness
and expose how flawed the
census data is, but in scientific
and and organized way.
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WAR CRIMES DEVASTATE POPULATION

Human Rights Watch | De-
cember 8, 2008
All parties in the escalating
conflict in Somalia have regu-
larly committed war crimes and
other serious abuses during
the past year that have contrib-
uted to the country’s humani-
tarian catastrophe, Human
Rights Watch said in a report
released today. Human Rights
Watch urged the United States,
the European Union, and other
major international actors to re-
think their flawed approaches
to the crisis and support efforts
to ensure accountability.
The 104-page report,

T

B

3 of Mogadishu,
1‘ !1 the capital.
Increasing at-
tacks on aid
workers in the
past year have
severely  lim-
ited relief op-
erations and
contributed to
an emerging
humanitarian
crisis.

“The com-
batants in
Somalia have
inflicted more
harm on civil-
ians than on
each  other,”

“So Much to Fear: War Crimes
and the Devastation of Soma-
lia,” describes how the Somali
Transitional Federal Govern-
ment (TFG), the Ethiopian forc-
es that intervened in Somalia to
support it and insurgent forces
have committed widespread
and serious violations of the
laws of war. Frequent violations
include indiscriminate attacks,
killings, rape, use of civilians
as human shields, and looting.
Since early 2007, the escalating
conflict has claimed thousands
of civilian lives, displaced more
than a million people, and driv-
en out most of the population

said Georgette
Gagnon,  Af-
rica director at Human Rights
Watch. “There are no quick
fixes in Somalia, but foreign
governments need to stop
adding fuel to the fire with mis-
guided policies that empower
human rights abusers.”
Somalia has been without a
functioning government since
1991, and a UN peacekeeping
operation withdrew in failure
in 1995. The years since have
been violent and chaotic. In
December 2006, Ethiopian mil-
itary forces intervened to back
Somalia’s weak TFG against a
coalition of Islamic courts that
had won con-
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trol of Mogadi-
shu. Inthe past
two years, the
conflict  has
escalated dra-
matically, and
internationally
backed peace
talks have
failed to make
any impact on
the ground.
The  report
draws on in-
terviews with
more than
80 witnesses
and victims of
abuses, who
described at-
tacks by all the
warring parties
in stark detail.
Each party
to the conflict
has indiscrimi-
nately fired on
civilian neigh-
borhoods in
Mogadishu on
an almost daily
basis, leveling
homes without
warning and
killing civilians
in the streets.
Insurgent forc-
es have regu-
larly  carried
out ambushes
and roadside
bombings in

L

(IEREES

markets and residential ar-
eas, and launched mortars
from within densely populated
neighborhoods. Ethiopian forc-
es have reacted to insurgent
attacks  with indiscriminate
heavy rocket and artillery fire,
with devastating impact on ci-
vilians.

TFG security forces and allied
militia have tortured detainees,
and killed and raped civilians
and looted their homes, some-
times in the context of house-
to-house joint security opera-
tions with Ethiopian troops.
Ethiopian forces, who were rel-
atively disciplined in 2007, have
been more widely implicated in
acts of violent criminality this
year. Insurgent forces have
threatened and murdered civil-
ians they view as unsympathet-
ic to their cause and have forc-
ibly recruited civilians, including
children, into their ranks.

The full horror of these abuses
can be captured only through
the stories of Somalis who have
suffered through them.

Human Rights Watch inter-
viewed teenage girls raped by
TFG security forces, parents
whose children were cut to
pieces in their own homes by
Ethiopian rockets, and people
shot in the streets by insur-
gent fighters for acts as trivial
as working as a low-paid mes-
senger for TFG offices. One
young man described watch-
ing a group of Ethiopian sol-
diers rape his mother and sis-
ters in their home. “And | was
sitting there helpless,” he said.
“I could not help my mother or
help my sisters.”

For many, the worst of it is
being caught between all three
sides at once. One young
man was given an ultimatum
by radical Islamist Al Shabaab
fighters in his neighborhood to
join them or face retribution.
Days later, he came home from
school to find that his mother
had been killed and his house
destroyed in an unrelated artil-
lery bombardment.

“The world has largely ignored
the horrors unfolding in Soma-
lia, but Somali families are still
left to confront violence that
grows with every passing day,”
Gagnon said. “Even those who
try to flee find that the violent
abuses follow them.”

Hundreds of thousands of
Mogadishu’s poorest residents,
lacking the money to travel
further, have congregated in
sprawling displaced persons
camps along the Mogadishu-
Afgooye road, but the indis-
criminate fighting they fled has
followed them there.

Tens of thousands of So-
mali refugees have also fled
the country this year. Kenya’s
Dadaab refugee camps are
now the largest concentra-
tion of refugees anywhere in

the world, with nearly 250,000
inhabitants. But the journey it-
self is perilous. Human Rights
Watch interviewed many refu-
gees who had been robbed,
raped, or beaten by freelance
militias as they fled Somalia.

Kenya’s border with Somalia
is closed, leaving refugees at
the mercy of abusive smugglers
and corrupt Kenyan police.

Hundreds of Somalis have
drowned trying to cross the
Gulf of Aden to Yemen, often
after being forced overboard or
abandoned at sea by traffick-
ers.

The United States, the Euro-
pean Union, and governments
in the region have taken few
positive steps to address the
worsening situation in Somalia,
and have too often taken ac-
tions that have made it worse.
Ethiopia is a party to the con-
flict, but has done nothing to
ensure accountability for abus-
es by its soldiers.

The United States, treating
Somalia primarily as a battle-
field in the “global war on ter-
ror,” has pursued a policy of
uncritical support for transition-
al government and Ethiopian
actions, and the resulting lack
of accountability has fueled the
worst abuses. The European
Commission has advocated di-
rect support for the transitional
government’s police force with-
out insisting on any meaningful
action to improve the force and
combat abuses.

In recent months, the con-
flict has increasingly spread
into neighboring regions and
countries in the form of bomb-
ings and other attacks — pre-
cisely what Ethiopia’s military
intervention in 2006 sought to
prevent.

During the latter half of 2008,
there have been suicide bomb-
ings in the previously more sta-
ble semi-autonomous regions
of Somaliland and Puntland,
as well as rampant piracy on
the high seas, and kidnappings
across the border in Kenya.

“The Somali crisis is not just
a nightmare for its people, it is
a regional threat and a global
problem,” Gagnon said. “The
world cannot afford to wait any
longer to find more effective
ways of addressing it.”

Human Rights Watch called
for a fundamental review of
policy toward Somalia and the
entire Horn of Africa in Wash-
ington, where the Obama ad-
ministration will have an oppor-
tunity to break with the failed
policies of its predecessor, and
in European capitals.

It also called for the estab-
lishment of a UN-sponsored
Commission of Inquiry to inves-
tigate violations of international
law, map the worst abuses,
and lay the groundwork for ac-
countability.
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AFRICA: A UNITED INNOVATIVE RESPONSE

By Mammo Muchie

Inspiration!

“We shall require a substan-
tially new manner of thinking, if
mankind is to survive.” - Albert
Einstein

“The boom ... creates out
of itself an objective situation,
which ... makes an end of the
boom, leads easily to a crisis,
necessarily to a depression,
and hence to a temporary po-
sition of relative steadiness and
absence of development.” - J.
Schumpeter

1. Introduction:

The 1929 depression started
in the USA and it evolved into
a global economic crises. The
2008 recession started in the
USA, like a contagion it has
now engulfed the whole world.

The great depression started
with a stock market crash on
October 29, 1929.

The Great depression contin-
ued for 10 years in the USA un-
til the US war recovery in 1939!

In 1929 much of Africa was
under the colonial yoke, except
for afew countries, one of which
is our own precious mother-
land, Ethiopia, which kept alive

IMMIGRATION PROBLEMS? &

Belva Spiel, B. Mus, LL .B.
Barrister & Solicitor

1670 BayView Ave,
Suite 402
Toronto, Ontario

to arrange an appointment; Interpreters arranged on request

TO THE GLOBAL RECESSION ‘08

the hope and possibility both in
time and history the resistance
and liberation imagination of Af-
rica and all colonized peoples
both in trying and non-trying
transitions.

Today many African countries
are politically independent and
economically under heavy do-
nor influence.

Views are sharply polarized
regarding what the impact of
the current recession, which is
very unlikely to ebb in the next
few years, would be on Africa’s
development and opportunity.
Some say Africa’s marginaliza-
tion is paradoxically a condition
that may be more insulating
rather than exposing Africa to
danger.

Others say marginalization is
likely to make the recession, as
it works itself out through the
economic cycles across the
globe severe and punishing on
Africa.

Still others claim that the glob-
al recession may not have neg-
ative impact on the short term,
but is likely to have long-term
negative consequences es-
pecially in regions of the world
where the number of the poor
has been growing as in Africa.
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2. Learning from the Great
Depression for dealing
with the 2008 Global

Recession

The current global recession
is likely to impact adversely on
Africa despite claims that Af-
rica’s relative marginalization is
a blessing in disguise. It is pre-
cisely because Africa is margin-
alized that as time goes by the
recession will severely affect it.

e Whatever one says, many
African economies will have to
lower exports to the economies
undergoing financial crises.

e They will face constraints to
earn foreign credit.

e They will
face problems
in  attracting
capital flows
foreign
direct invest-
ment.

Their
foreign  ex-
change  will
be lower as a
consequence
of weaker
demand and
even  lower
prices for their
commodities.

e They are
likely to face
unsettling
fluctuations in
their curren-
cy specially
those linked
or pegged to
the US dollar,
the Euro and
other  daily
fluctuating
currencies.

In the short
term, the key
impact of the

global reces-
sion is the
likely reduc-

tion in world
demand for
Africa’s large-
ly agricultural
and mineral
exports. Even
the price of
oil has gone
down to $48

a barrel now!

The other key impact is the
difficulties the recession induc-
es in controling macro-eco-
nomic policy.

The up and down swings of
the markets and currencies
make it harder for countries
specially the vulnerable ones to
maintain macro-economic sta-
bility.

In the 1929 great depression
China was on a silver standard.
Whilst those economies in the
Gold standard suffered severe-
ly, China, though affected as
well, was largely able to main-
tain relatively a stable currency
during the depression.

| was recently in Bamako, Mali
flying from South Africa. | was
surprised that that the South
African Rand was not one of
the currencies the CFA is used
to exchange with. | could not
use the Rand. But | was able to
use euros and dollars.

When | speak that Africa
needs one currency, many
people snap back and say this
is pie in the sky. | say which is
pie in the sky, 50 or so curren-
cies that are weak, or one cur-
rency, if forged, that is going to
be strong?

Those who wish to remain
with  fragmented economies
and currencies are in the camp
that has made Africa the loser
over the last 50 years of post
colonial freedom.

For Africa to secure agency
in macro-economic policy, it
needs a unified currency. With-
out developing such a currency
Africa will always be a victim
when the global economy
moves from boom to bust, up
and down and swings with cy-
clical movements.

3. What Kind of Monetary

system for Africa?

A monetary system for the
making of free Africa requires a
substantially different approach
from the process of monetary
integration within the EU.

Unlike the European mone-
tary approach to create an op-
timal currency area, an African
monetary system is central to
forging Africa’s emancipation.
An African currency union will

reverse the history of Africa’s
grand oppression into an auto-
biography of liberation. It is thus
a qualitatively different system
differing in purpose, function-
ing, objective and intention from
the pattern of monetary union
of Europe where the issue is to
unify fairly well functioning cur-
rencies in order to exploit the
advantage of an enlarged mar-
ket.

Africa’s currency union is part
of the overall struggle to mo-
bilize finance internally in the
effort to inter-connect states,
peoples, communities, regions,
economies, households, fami-
lies, individuals and markets
across Africa.

Once Africa has an integrated
economic and political system,
it would create the necessary
condition to forge a real part-
nership with all types of econo-
mies and regions of the world.

A unified African currency
must be made stable so that
those engaged in transaction
can benefit without inflation
and/or deflationary pressures.
Acts of discrimination and re-
strictions on legitimate or lawful
transactions in all markets must
be forbidden.

The trade system within Af-
rica must be open, free and
fair. Leading members of the
AU community must guarantee
and underwrite the smooth and
stable functioning of an African
currency. These members can
be selected from the regions
based on consensus and con-
sent.

The transition from the state-
based currency system to
the African monetary system
must be based on lawful, non-
dislocation and evolutionary
strategy. In addition, it must be
voluntary and based on persua-
sion, consent and the pursuit of
common objectives.

The transition requires that
states be willing and commit-
ted to co-ordinate monetary,
interest and budgetary policies
amongst themselves with an
understanding that currency
integration adds to their sover-
eignty rather than subtract it.

The dollar has an overall over-
arching influence in the conti-
nent today. In some countries,
it is freely used as a means of
exchange. If there is no unified
currency union, Africa will be a
battleground between the Euro
and the dollar.

The Yen may not be as influ-
ential as the Euro and the dollar
in Africa, but it is in the wings.

These three currencies will
compete in Africa and the AU
must prepare the ground to
found a currency union to pro-
tect Africa’s developmental as-
pirations.

continued on p(16)
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AFRICA: A UNITED INNOVATIVE RESPONSE

continued from p(14)

4. The Transition needs to

be smooth and not chaotic

An African monetary union
is one important way of mov-
ing closer to making the Pan-
African vision a reality. The nec-
essary conditions for making
moves towards a Pan-African
monetary union include the fol-
lowing:

Making or going for a smooth
transition of power from France
and EU to integrate the CFA
frank zone to the African Union
without breaking up the com-
mon monetary area. In addi-
tion, to upgrade, adjust and
persuade the states in the
Rand monetary area and other
bilateral and multilateral efforts
such as the East African com-
mon market to join the all-Afri-
can monetary system.

In other words, Africans must
find ways of making smooth
and non-chaotic transitions
from regional monetary areas to
an all African monetary system.

- A new liquidity creating
mechanism baccked by Afri-
ca's mineral resources and Afri-
can Union confidence-building
measures to support an African
currency to circulate freely in
the member states.

- A determined effort to re-

link with thhe IMF, countries like
France or the European Union
on their clear acceptance of
Africa’s national developmental
priorities and not Africa’s con-
tinued indebtedness to them
by preventing them to take a
leading role in designing an all-
African currency union

- To negotiate the par value
amongst thee Euro, the dollar
and the African currency for the
purposes of managing Africa’s
foreign trade in the service of
African development with the
rest of the world.

- To control the authority of
adjustmentt of the African cur-
rency to the dollar and Euro in
the AU.

- To create and manage a
dual currency ssystem where
like the Chinese Yuan, the Afri-
can currency is inconvertible by
becoming a unit of account and
means of payment for stimulat-
ing inter-African trade and in-
vestment.

There should be a build up
of foreign reserves backed by
mineral wealth and the growth
of Africa's labour productivities
from which a foreign transac-
tion account can be kept for
the purposes of trading outside
Africa.

The key importance of a cur-
rency union and an inconvert-
ible African currency is to make

TO THE GLOBAL RECESSION ‘08
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it possible to raise domestic
financing by enlarging the do-
mestic market and stimulat-
ing a comprehensive and an
integrated development of the
continent.

Africa’s monetary union is not
conceived to join together exist-
ing currencies but to overcome
the weaknesses of the admit-
tedly weak and fragmented ex-
isting currencies.

The monetary arrangement
can be designed in such a
way that Africans consume the
products they produce, and
discourage them from consum-
ing luxury items for the few who
own foreign dollars and Euros.

Much of politically indepen-
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dent Africa did not have the
political will, in spite of appre-
ciating the need to do so by a
number of the first post-colonial
leaders of the time, to create a
monetary union in the 1960s at
a time when the moment pro-
vided the opportunity to under-
take such bold steps.

The question is, will the cur-
rent 2008 global recession
serve as a wake up call and
spur African leadership to de-
velop the collective political
purpose to take risk in the in-
terest of Africa? The positive
thing for Africa is, if indeed, this
recession provides the miss-
ing wake up call to go for what
would enhance African self-
empowerment,  self-respect,
self-confidence and dignity. In-
cidentally, the positive thing for
Africa from the success that a
brother is in the White House
is to learn that Africa can also
do it by uniting and achieving
independence and agency. It is
not good to expect a brother in
the White House to save Africa,
not least expect to donorise Af-
rica or turn Kenya into the 51
member state of the USA, as
some exited people in Kenya
called for! That is neither fair on
a brother and nor on Africalll

5. Concluding Remark

The medium and long term
impact of the global economic
and financial crises will be se-
vere on Africa. To say that mar-
ginalization will save Africa is
plainly inaccurate and myopic if
not stupid entirely.

Africa must learn to do what
it has not been able to do over
half a century, that is think,
learn, feel, do and behave with
coherence to create an eco-
nomic, financial and currency
integration of the African econ-
omy.

The picture of Africa con-
veyed by various international
institutions is rather grim and
depressing. 35 of the 49 least
developed countries are in Af-
rica. It is said that nearly 70 %
of the African population live
on less than 2 dollars a day. It

has been reported more people
are falling in poverty as a con-
sequence of this global reces-
sion. It has been alleged that
more than 26 million people
are afflicted with HIV/AIDS. It
has been reported that ap-
proximately 2.5 million Africans
die of HIV/AIDS. One million
people a year die of malaria.
More than 40 % of the African
population lacks safe drinking
water. Health care and educa-
tion critical for changing ill be-
ing into well being and produc-
tive power are reported to be
woefully inadequate. (See Mo-
hammed Hassan, World Apart
Together, Nature (International
weekly journal of Science), 456,
6-8, 30 October 2008)

Given such a picture, the way
out is not celebrating Africa’s
marginalization. The hypoth-
esis that the African economy
as a region has not been fully
integrated is a help to avoid be-
ing caught in the falling banks
and falling stock markets is un-
thinking, facile and twisted. In
reality the fact that Africa is not
fully integrated as an economy
‘sui generis’ is likely to impact
adversely on each of the frag-
mented and dependent enti-
ties.

Finally, the way to overcome
fragmentation and dependence
and being caught in falling into
periodic financial and stock
market crises is for Africa to
create a monetary union and an
African currency that we have
dubbed 'AFREE." The latter
currency is necessary to cre-
ate producer user interaction
across the continent to make
Africans consume what other
Africans produce in a large and
dependable and independent
African economy free from any
old or new rising imperial pow-
ers and also to secure insula-
tion from the rogue credit crises
swings that mirror the episodic
business cycle often endemic
to the functioning of the world
economy now or in the future.

China had the Silver standard
in 1929- remained largely un-
touched by the Great depres-
sion. It has now a non-con-
vertible Yuan that keeps her
affected less though its econo-
my is more integrated today!

Africa must learn to go for
what would work, establish a
unitary currency as part of the
grand effort to win its agency to
manage its own united macro-
economy!

Mammo Muchie is NRF/DST
Research Professor at IERI,
TUT, Pretoria, South Africa, and
Professor and coordinator of
DIIPER at Aalborg University in
Denmark and chairman of the
Network of Ethiopian Scholars
(NES).

CANADIAN PM WINS SUSPENSION OF PARLIAMENT
MODULE BODY

By Randall Palmer and David
Ljunggren

OTTAWA (Reuters) - Cana-
dian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper won a rare suspension
of Parliament on Thursday,
managing to avoid being oust-
ed by opposition parties angry
over the minority Conservative
government's economic plans
and an attempt to cut off party
financing.

Governor General Michaelle
Jean -- the representative of
Queen Elizabeth, Canada's
head of state -- agreed to
Harper's request to shut down
Parliament until Jan 26. Par-
liament was reconvened just
weeks ago after the October

14 election.

Harper's request for suspen-
sion was unprecedented. No
prime minister had asked for
Parliament to be suspended to
avoid a confidence vote in the
House of Commons.

Such a vote had been set for
Monday and the Conservatives
almost certainly would have
lost it, and faced the possibility
of being replaced by a coalition
of opposition parties.

After a two-hour meeting with
the governor general, Harper re-
affirmed his promise to present
a budget on Jan 27 and called
on the opposition to work with
the government over the next
few weeks to tackle the effects
of the global financial crisis.

"Today's decision will give us
an opportunity -- and I'm talking
about all the parties -- to focus
on the economy and to work
together," he told reporters.

The opposition Liberals, New
Democrats and the separat-
ist Bloc Quebecois -- all to the
left of the Conservatives -- had
signed a deal to defeat the Con-
servatives and put forward a
Liberal-New Democrat coalition
to form a new government.

The Bloc, which wants to take
French-speaking Quebec out
of Canada, pledged to back the
coalition's budgets and general
policy direction.

The governor general's role in
government, as representative
of the Crown, is largely cere-
monial, though she has the final
word on constitutional matters.
Should the government be de-
feated in a confidence vote, she
would decide whether to call a
new election or allow the op-
position to form a coalition gov-
ernment.

CONSTITUTIONAL BATTLE

Harper's gambit was the lat-
est development in a constitu-
tional battle that erupted last
week after he tried to eliminate
direct subsidies of political par-
ties, a move that would have
hit the opposition particularly
hard.

He backed down on that, but
the opposition parties also say
they are upset that the govern-
ment has not dealt adequately
with the economic crisis and
said it had lost the confidence
of the House of Commons.

Liberal leader Stephane Dion,

who would have become prime
minister under the opposition's
coalition plan, said nothing he
heard from Harper on Thursday
had changed his mind about
trying to bring down the govern-
ment. However, he did appear
to open the door a crack to not
proceeding with such a plan.
"This is about replacing Ste-
phen Harper unless he made a
monumental change," he told a
news conference. "It means a
recovery plan, a real recovery
plan." The New Democrats and
Bloc maintained their insistence
that Harper could not be trust-
ed and must be removed, as
did some members of Dion's
Liberal caucus.

"“You can run but you can't
hide," said Bob Rae, who is
looking to become Liberal lead-
er when Dion steps down early
in May. He predicted the oppo-
sition would topple Harper early
next year. However the front-
runner in the Liberal leadership
race, Michael Ignatieff, said he
imagined Jean may have told
Harper "to have a think" and
that would be good advice for
all politicians on both sides of
the dispute.

Liberal legislator Keith Martin
told reporters after a caucus
meeting that bringing the Con-
servatives down was "not at all"
a done deal.

In the back of their minds may
be the fact that in much of the
country the idea of a formal
agreement with the separatists
did not go down well.

An Ekos opinion poll taken
as the crisis reached its peak
showed the Conservatives had
shot up in popularity to 44 per-
cent, enough to get a parlia-
mentary majority if an election
were held today, up from the
37.6 percent they received in
the October 14 vote.

Liberal support dropped to
241 percent from 26.2 per-
cent, the New Democrats fell to
14.5 percent from 18.2 percent
and the Bloc edged down to
9.2 percent from 10.0 percent.

The poll, released late on
Thursday by CBC television,
covered 2,536 respondents
from December 2-3 and carried
a 1.9 point margin of error, 19
times out of 20.

(Additional reporting by Lou-
ise Egan, editing by Peter Gal-
loway)

The human rights situation in
most of Africa and other parts
of the world is deplorable de-
spite the declared adherence
by most countries to respect
the articles in the Universal Dec-
laration of human rights (1948).
In Ethiopia, where a dictatorial
regime cynically claims adher-
ence to world human rights
declarations and law the human
rights situation is worse than
deplorable.
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T POLITICAL PRISONERS (SOCEPP)
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WORLD HUMAN RIGHTS DAY
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

The world we live in being a
play ground for double stan-
dards and cruel real politic
those who shout aloud against
human rights violations in some
countries (Zimbabwe for exam-
ple) are the same ones aiding
and abetting the human rights
violators in Ethiopia. The regime
of Meles Zenawi, on of the re-
cipients of the biggest western
aid to Africa, holds more than
35,000 political prisoners in

dungeons and labor camps like
Dedesa and Zwai, has muzzled
the independent press, dis-
appeared dozens, decreed a
draconian press law, drafted a
repressive law to hinder the ac-
tivities of autonomous NGOs,
dissolved autonomous civic
bodies, committed massacres
from Gambella to the Ogaden,
killed hundreds of peaceful pro-
testers, rigged the lat general
election and imposed its rule

by the force of arms and re-
pression. By all standards and
especially in relation to the Uni-
versal Declaration, the regime in
Addis Ababa is one oft he worst
human rights violators in Africa
and the world.

SOCEPP does not accept
double standards and strongly
opposes those who consider
that Ethiopia and Africa as a
whole should be treated under
a different human rights scale

INJUSTICE ANYWHERE IS INJUSTICE EVERYWHERE

E MAIL: SOCEPP @AOL.COM  WEB SITE: WWW.SOCEPP.DE

or consideration. The respect of
human rights must be universal
just as the rights but 60 years
after the Declaration this truth is
not yet obvious or accepted by
all and this is why, political con-
siderations aside, tyrants wig-
gle their way out of ostracism
and condemnation. SOCEPP
strongly condemns the repres-
sive regime of Meles Zenawi
and calls for the immediate re-
lease of all political prisoners.

SOCEPP, 30 RIGA COVE, WINNIPEG,MB R2P 227, CANADA
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TINY TRIBE CLAIM ETHIOPIAN ALLEGIANCE IN
BORDER ROW WITH ERITREA

By Emmanuel Goujon Em-
manuel Goujon — Mon Dec 22,
1:05am ET

DOHAN, Ethiopia (AFP) -
Groups of children giggling as
they walk home from school in
the shadow of Mount Asimba
and the timeless stillness of
Ethiopia's northeastern highland
convey a deceptive sense of
peace. After living in this region
for more than 700 years, the tiny
Irob ethnic group is torn, in its
heart, by the border with Eritrea
and engaged in a futile struggle
for recognition dwarfed by the
regional conflict pitting the two
rival nations.

A few miles from the front line,
where tens of thousands of Ethi-
opian and Eritrean troops have
been facing off for years, on
the brink of war, children return
from school on a dusty trail. The
mountainous region in north-
eastern Ethiopia was ravaged by
the border conflict that left some
80,000 dead between 1998 and
2000. The border subsequently
drawn by an international UN-
backed commission in a bid to
end the war left the bulk of the
Irob territory on Eritrea's side.

But so far the new demarca-
tion has not been implemented.

And Ethiopia, taking the ex-
ample of Irob people, is asking
for negotiation for every specific
case.

“The Irob people reject the
Eritrean government. We don't
accept anything about the de-
marcation of the border. We
want to remain Ethiopian and
we will never accept the Eri-
trean view on this issue," said
Ruphael Shiferaw, head of the
local council.

“The Irob people have their
own culture and language, it
is a proper ethnic group inside
the regional government of Tig-
ray and by history this area has
always been within Ethiopian
boundaries," he added.

The Irob speak the Kushitic
Saho language and their spec-
tacular ancestral land is dotted
with  Catholic and Orthodox
churches perched on cliffs and
nestled on hill flanks. Very little
is known about the exact origins
of the Irob.

"Some say the name Irob
comes from the word Europe,"
Ruphael said with a smile. "But
now for sure we are Ethiopians
and want to remain so."

“Not for one day or even one
minute, Irob people have been
under Eritrean governance.

[t is one community, one fam-
ily. Separating our family was
the decision of the UN, but we
won't accept it," Ruphael said.

Since FEritrea acquired inde-
pendence in 1993, Ethiopia has
worked hard to retain the alle-
giance of the Irob, who number
only 30,000 but are the mas-
ters of a crucial piece of estate
flanking the disputed border.
Electricity was brought to the
remote region, sanitation and
water projects were carried out,
the first asphalted road is due to
be completed in two years and
local officials said mobile phone
coverage is on its way.

The district's administrative
centre was moved from Alite-
na, the Irob people's traditional
capital, to Dohan, further away
from the frontline.

Aware that fighting could re-
sume at any time between
Ethiopia and Eritrea, the Irob are
mobilised and show a united
front. "We don't want to give
up our land any more than we
want to take theirs," said Hagos
Gidey, a 51-year-old farmer.

‘I possible we just want
peace: for them to be able to
come here and us to go there
peacefully, as it was before.
But if they don't want that and

start the war again, we will do
everything we can to stay in our
country." Like most Irob tribes-
men, he had to flee farther south
during the war. In 1998, when
the conflict erupted over the
border, the Irob militia were the
last defence against the Eritrean
advance in the absence of the
Ethiopian army.

They held off the enemy for five
days, residents recounted, but
when the displaced eventually
returned to their homes three
years ago, they had lost every-
thing. In the shadow of Mount
Asimba, which culminates at
3,250 metres (10,600 feet)
above sea level, the Irob region
now looks relatively prosperous,
with well-fed cattle roaming the
patchwork of lush green valleys
and sprawling fields of teff, the
local staple grain.

‘I'm afraid that the war can
start again. But | want to stay
Ethiopian, it is my country and a
great country," said Zewde Yo-
hannes, a 30-year-old mother of
four.

‘| don't want to leave my land
again. | left once in 1998 and |
had nothing left, | lost every-
thing. | don't want a second war
to start, we need peace," she
said.
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SOMALIS HELD IN
ETHIOPIA CAPITAL

Hundreds of young Somalis
have been arrested in the past
few days in the Ethiopian capi-
tal Addis Ababa.

A number were questioned
and then released but it is
thought at least 200 are still
being held.

Most of the arrests took
place on Tuesday night and
Wednesday in the Bole area,
the part of the town where
most of the Somali community
live.

A Somali embassy spokes-
man said he understood that
security was being tightened
before a regional summit.

In some cases young men
were taken from their homes
while others were arrested in
the streets.

A spokesman for the Somali
embassy in Addis Ababa said
he and his colleagues were go-
ing around the police stations
to find out what was going on.

No explanation

He said that following the
initial round-up, police were
now working their way through
those arrested, checking their
papers, fingerprinting them
and then, if everything was in

order, letting them go.

He said that as of Friday
morning he believed that
around 200 Somali citizens
were still being held.

Asked how the embassy felt
about the raids, the spokes-
man said he could not say
they were happy but that this
was the prerogative of the
Ethiopian government.

He understood it had se-
curity concerns in the Bole
area which is close to Addis
Ababa's international airport,
especially in the light of the up-
coming African Union summit,
and he added that if there was
a security threat in Bole, then
the embassy itself could be

the first target.
Ethiopia's federal police
spokesman, Commander

Demsash Hailu, has so far not
been able to offer any explana-
tion for the arrests.
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TO ETHIOPIA !

Send up to $100 for $9 fee
using your Preferred Customer Card®

Transfer Fee from participating Agent locations in Ontario and Alberta**
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JOHN SAMPLE

PREFERRED CUSTOMER PLUS
CLIENT PRIVILEGIE PLUS

Fast, reliable, worldwide money transfer.

*In addition to the transfer fee, Western Union also makes money from the exchange of currencies.

** Fees valid for consumer to consumer money transfers from participating Agent locations in the provinces of Ontario and Alberta as of June 9, 2008. Subject to change
without notice.

(1) Preferred Customer benefits are subject to change without notice. Regular transfer fee to send from Ontario and Alberta to Ethiopia without using the Preferred
Customer Card from $0.01 to $100 is $10, from $100.01 to $400 is $12 and from 400.01 and up 3% of the principal amount.

(2) Valid photo identification is required to enroll.

© 2008 Western Union Holdings Inc. All Rights Reserved. Model shown is for illustrative purposes only.




