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Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee for

Leadership Delegation Visit to the United States

For Immediate Release
September 5, 2007
In English and Amharic

UPDATE

KINIJIT LEADERS TO ARRIVE SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 9

The Ad Hoc Committee coordinating the Kinijit Leadership Delegation visit to the
U.S. is pleased to announce that the Leadership Delegation will be arriving in Washington,
D.C. on Sunday, September 9. The Delegation will include Kinijit Vice Chair Birtukan
Midekssa, Dr. Hailu Araya (Spokesperson), Ato Brook Kebede and Ato Gizachew Shiferaw.
Dr. Birhanu Nega, Mayor-elect of Addis Ababa, is already in the United States having left
Ethiopia earlier on personal matter.

Kinijit Chairman Ato Hailu Shawul is not expected to arrive with the delegation. He
has not received an entry visa from the U.S. Embassy as of the date of this press release. The
Committee is informed and believes that even if Ato Hailu were to receive his visa at the
present time, he will be unable to join the Delegation on a U.S. tour due to ongoing health
care needs. The U.S.-bound Delegation fully supports Ato Hailu in his decision to attend to
his immediate medical needs. The Delegation is hopeful that Ato Hailu will regain his health
speedily and join them on the tour.

As indicated in a previous press release of the Ad Hoc Committee, the Leadership
Delegation has specific objectives during its visit to the United States. The Delegation is
eager to express its deep appreciation and gratitude to all Ethiopians who have worked and



prayed for the release of Kinijit leaders since November 2005. The Delegation looks forward
to confer, consult and deliberate with its support group members, and dialogue with the
broader Ethiopian community during North American itinerary.

The Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee has been working closely with Kinijit support
groups that have been willing to cooperate with it on the basis of the Leadership’s
authorizing directive. The Committee encourages and welcomes the participation of all
support groups and their members in ensuring a successful itinerary for the Leaders.

The Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee is grateful to the support groups and their
members for providing financial and planning support the Delegation’s visit. Support group
members who wish to resume their cooperation with the Coordinating Committee are
cordially invited to do so.

The Ad Hoc Committee will make further public announcements on the events and
activities organized for the Delegation.

Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee

Prof. Alemayehu G. Mariam
Ato Tamagne Beyene
Dr. Solomon Alemu
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