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Mr. Dawi IBRAHIM
C/o FNV

Postbus 8456

1005 AL AMSTERDAM

Dear Brother Dawi

Here with, Please find petitions signed by the participants of the Ethiopian workers struggle
for a free independent and democratic trade union in Ethiopia .The signatories are: -

Mr.Abera Mengistu Secretary EELPA Trade Union Now residing in Belgium
Mr.Ayalew Hundessa EELPA Labor union Now residing in Australia
Mr.Essayas Berhanu IFBTTU Secretary Now residing in Austria

Mr.Getachew Abera General secretary Am.Be.branch Now residing in Norway
Mr.Getachew Mengistu General Secretary of EBIF Now residing in USA
Mr.Hailu Ourgessa Ex. President Federation of CTP Now residing in Switzerland
Mr.Mamo Basasin Deputy Sec. Federation of CTP Now residing in Norway

Mr Mitiku Berhanu CETU Supreme council member Now residing in USA

N

We are all asking for a meeting. Nothing else. Just a meeting.

If you can secure a financial or/and technical assistance from our friends in FNV or other
friendly unions that would help. But lack of fund should not hinder us from working for the
cause we have already paid dearly. So we propose as an alternative that every participant shall
bear his expense in case you failed to secure the required assistance.

As you very well know the problematic financial situation that most of us are found in, this
proposal will definitely tell you how keen we are to work for the cause.

The Ethiopian workers are hoping that we will do our most to fight for the observance of their
right, to keep the struggle alive and keep the torch of hope high. They need our effort to save
their family. The massive dismissals have continued to force families’ breakdown. As various
studies suggested the children of the workers are much in the streets than in schools; begging
and peddling. The situation in Ethiopia is worsening day by day. The Ethiopian workers, who
have elected us to lead the struggle, are forced in to silence. Those of us who have escaped the
cruel repression did understand that we bear the legal and moral responsibility to continue the
struggle.

Our friends in prison like Mr Hailemichael Chanea the secretary of CETU’s Awasa branch
office, Dr. Taye wolde Semayat president of Ethiopian teachers association (ETA), etc...surely
need our voice and effort to liberate them from the dungeons of the regime in Ethiopia.



The families of Mr. Assefa Maru and other martyrs of the Ethiopian civic movement need our
help in every aspect from their daily bread up to the legal battle to bring the culprits to justice.

There are many more good things that we can do for the civic empowerment if we can
reorganize our selves and move in a genuine manner without failing prey to the evil forces
that try to paralyze and annihilate this great struggle through blackmail, cheap political
manipulation, and creating division.

We have already lost years waiting for your call. Please for the poor worker’s and their
family’s sake, do not make us loose another year in silence.

Being encouraged by the fact that no serious activity is witnessed, and that we are not acting
in an organized manner, the stooges in CETU office are in full swing to pose them selves as
genuine trade unionists and pledge allegiance and solidarity with the international trade union
movement.

This malicious and futile effort by the stooges and their mentors in the palace, if not properly
tackled in unison, will, in no uncertain terms, push the genuine movement in to isolation.
There fore it is high time to wake up and act before it is to let.

As the aim of this letter is to bring unity and consensus among all Ethiopian trade union
Jeaders in exile, we have reached all of them .All with out exception have agreed to the idea.
The petitions that are not included in this letter are believed to have reached you directly.

The signatories to the petition are eager to hear from you very urgently if you are willing to
call the much-needed meeting or not. They are eager to hear from you about the struggle from
which they have been marginalised for years.

Our effort is to create unity and consensus; accordingly, you are expected to send your answer
to all of us without marginalising any trade union leader. As the purpose is not to engage and
excel in polemics we expect a genuine answer from you.

Our call is for collective leader ship, accountability and transparency that our struggle lacked
for years. Our hope is that you will act wisely and responsibly.

We expect you to heed this genuine call. We hope you won’t prefer to continue acting on your
private agenda and personal ambitions. We believe you won’t keep on marginalising the
legally elected representatives of the Ethiopian workers.

If you doj; let it be known to you that we will be forced to communicate with our national and
international friends, on whom we have a solid trust, to mediate the situation and rescue this
great struggle from falling in tatters.

INDUSTRY TRADE UNIONS

NB. This is our second call after vou refused to answer to our letter (similar to this one) dated February 3, 2001



Brother Dawey:-

It has been three years since you were forced into exile and it has also been three years since
we kept hoping that you will reorganize the exiled trade union leaders and members by calling
a meeting to discuss about our struggle to build an independent and democratic trade
unionism in Ethiopia and to draft the way forward. We have hoped that collective leadership
accountability and transparency still have their place in the leadership and firmly believed that
the responsibility of keeping alive the struggle is shared by all of us, as we too are elected
leaders and members of CETU.

In order to live up to the expectations of the Ethiopian workers who elected us to lead them
into the future where democratic trade unionism replaces the shadow trade unions that breath
with the lung of the regime in power as has been witnessed during the military regime and in
today’s Ethiopia too, the struggle needs collective transparent and accountable leadership.

The absence of these three pillars of democratic leadership and the continued marginalization
of elected members of CETU has resulted in a one man scenario. While everything is planned
and executed by you alone, even without any verbal or written report to the elected leadership
during the last three years, you have continued pretending as if there exists collective
leadership. You have also kept pretending to the international trade union movement as if you
are working in consultation with us while it is you and you alone who is acting as CETU. You
have repeatedly stated in your interviews with the mass media that you are reorganizing the
worker's family, while you have never made any effort to this effect.

When we examine your performance during the last three years there is much to worry about
the credibility of your leadership. Our silence for the last three year was meant not to give
advantage to the enemies of democracy and in order not to frustrate those workers who
bestowed such a big responsibility on our shoulder and to give you enough time to realize
what you are supposed to do and what you actually kept doing.

In the absence of any improvement in your conduct so far we are obliged us such to voice
collectively after learning that different individual efforts to convince you to call a meeting to
establish a working relationship with us, to answer to our questions, and to listen to our
advice has been rejected by you.

So we here by call up on you to return to the civilized culture of democratic trade unionism,
: ity tl o — 2 able les H

adership to call an urgent

ic in general and the Ethiopi
We reaffirm our commitment to keep the struggle alive and vibrant until the ideals of
independent and democratic trade unionism is realized in Ethiopia.

NAME ADRESS RESPONSIBILITY IN SIGNATURE
(FAX/PHONE) THE TRADE UNION
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