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A Short Biography of Ato Asmamaw Assefa Truneh

Ato Asmamaw, the son of Weyzero (Mrs.) Banchiwal Alemu and Ato (Mr.) Assefa
Tiruneh, was born in Adet, Gojjam province, western Ethiopia, on February 15, 1956.

Asmamaw attended primary school in Adet; and secondary education at Atse Serse
Dingle (the now Tana Haiq) in Bahir Dar and at Shimles Habte in Bahir Dar and Addis
Ababa.

During the 1975 nation-wide illiteracy campaign, otherwise known as Progress through
Co-operation Campaign, Asmamaw was assigned in Gimera Awraja, Keffa Province,
Southern Ethiopia. While there, in addition to teaching, Asmamaw actively participated
in mobilizing and organizing the peasantry against the remnants of the Haile Sellassie’s
regime. It was his strong belief in justice, equality and fairness that convinced him to join
the youth wing of one of the radical political movements in Ethiopia, Ethiopian People
Revolutionary Party.

Asmamaw's active involvement in the struggle against the military junta, also known as
the Derg, which usurped political power in 1974, brought the wrath of the junta against
him and his family. Asmamaw and his younger brother were targeted for assassination
by the military junta. As the military government intensified the Red Terror and the
extra-judicial killing to stifle the popular uprising in Ethiopia, Asmamaw and his brother
left their country for Sudan. Unable to find Asmamaw and his younger brother, the junta
accused their father of aiding counter-revolutionaries, his sons! The junta executed Ato
Assefa without the due process of the law.

So much was Asmamaw's belief in the success of the struggle for freedom and so much
was his desire to see Ethiopia progress, and so much was his conviction that one day
Ethiopians will enjoy democratic rights, Asmamaw continued his struggle in Sudan as
well as the United States--until his last breath.

Due to health problem, Asmamaw had been admitted into hospital. While he withstood
the junta, Asmamaw, however, was unable to recover from his illness. He died on
Thursday, June 3, 2010. Ato Asmamaw is survived by his daughters, Samirawit, who is
attending Stanford University, Mahlet, Lydia and his beloved wife, Weyzero
Yehualashet Jimma, who never left his side until the end.

Although Asmamaw left us, he will be remembered for his kindness, honesty,
determination and his fight for the greater good. He will be greatly missed.



