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Be r t u k a n  Mi d i k s a ,  a  wo m a n  at  the  he a d  of  a  po l i t i c a l  pa r t y  (UDJ)  in  Et h i o p i a ,  a  lan d  

wh e r e  the r e ’ s  no  ru l e  of  law,  wh o  ha s  be e n  de t a i n e d  arb i t r a r i l y  lik e  tho u s a n d s  of  

po l i t i c a l  pr i s o n e r s  is  no w  su f f e r i n g  be c a u s e  of  the  inc r e d i b l y  ba d  si t u a t i o n  in  the  

pr i s o n s  of  he r  cou n t r y .

As  soo n  as  Be r t u k a n  Mi d i k s a  to l d  he r  mo t h e r  tha t  sh e  wa s  de n i e d  ac c e s s  to  me d i c a l  

se r v i c e s ,  she  wa s  tak e n  aw a y  an d  he r  mo t h e r ’ s  vis i t  sh o r t e n e d .  He r  si s t e r  wa s  

ba n n e d  fro m  vis i t i n g  he r  thu s  com p l i c a t i n g  he r  si t u a t i o n  fu r t h e r ,  sin c e  sh e’ s  the  on e  

wh o  is  up  an d  ab o u t  du e  to  the  ag e  of  the i r  mo t h e r .  Be r t u k a n ’ s  mo t h e r  W/O  Alm a z  

Ge b r e g z i a b h e r ,  wh o  is  the  on e  tak i n g  ca r e  of  he r  gra n d d a u g h t e r ,  ma d e  an  ap p e a l  

th r o u g h  the  VO A  ra d i o  fea r i n g  the  wo r s t  as  to  he r  da u g h t e r ’ s  wo r s e n i n g  he a l t h  

co n d i t i o n .

Th e  inf a m o u s  di c t a t o r  Me l e s  Ze n a w i ,  wh o’ s  be e n  kn o w n  to  ba d  mo u t h i n g  al l  

op p o s i t i o n  fig u r e s ,  we n t  on  the  ai r  to  ad d  ins u l t  to  inj u r y  by  de c l a r i n g  tha t  “Be r t u k a n  is  

so  we l l  of f  in  pr i s o n  tha t  she’ s  gro w i n g  fat”.  Al l  E t h i o p i a n s  sh o u l d  de c l a r e  the i r  di s d a i n  

an d  cle a r  op p o s i t i o n  to  su c h  a  ca l l o u s ,  ar r o g a n t ,  ign o r a n t  an d  seg r e g a t i o n i s t  pe r s o n  

lik e  him .

IEW O  / AE S E D ,  sta n d s  in  su p p o r t  of  the  gra n d m o t h e r ,  mo t h e r ,  si s t e r  an d  da u g h t e r ,  

sy m p a t h i z e s  wi t h  th r e e  ge n e r a t i o n s  of  wo m e n  wh o  po r t r a y  the  su f f e r i n g  of  wo m e n  in  

Et h i o p i a  tod a y  be  it  in  pr i s o n s  or  in  the  co u n t r y  at  lar g e  fen d i n g  fo r  the m s e l v e s  an d  

tak i n g  ca r e  of  the i r  fam i l i e s .

IEW O  / AE S E D  ca l l s  on  al l  op p o s i t i o n  or g a n i z a t i o n s  in  Et h i o p i a ,  Et h i o p i a n  

hu m a n i t a r i a n  org a n i z a t i o n s  as  we l l  as  int e r n a t i o n a l  org a n i z a t i o n s  an d  ins t i t u t i o n s  to  

de n o u n c e  the s e  ab u s e s  an d  ca l l  fo r  ur g e n t  he a l t h  ac c e s s  fo r  Be r t u k a n  Mi d i k s s a .  

Fr e e  Be r t u k a n  Mi d i k s a  !!!

Fr e e  al l  po l i t i c a l  pr i s o n e r s  !!!
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