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FOSSIL FINDS EXTEND HUMAN STORY
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An impression of what "Ardi" would have looked like based on the
fossil finds

By Jonathan Amos
Science reporter, BBC News

An ancient human-like
creature that may be a di-
rect ancestor to our spe-
cies has been described by
researchers.

The assessment of the 4.4-
million-year-old animal called
Ardipithecus ramidus is re-
ported in the journal Science.

Even if it is not on the direct
line to us, it offers new insights
into how we evolved from the
common ancestor we share
with chimps, the team says.

Fossils of A. ramidus were

= A}il‘;l‘m
Natural History Museum's
Professor Chris Stringer: "The

skeleton is very primitive"

first found in Ethiopia in 1992,
but it has taken 17 years to
assess their significance.

The most important speci-
men is a partial skeleton of a
female nicknamed "Ardi".

If Ardipithecus ramidus
was not actually the species
directly ancestral to us, she
must have been closely re-
lated to it The Ardipithecus
project team

The international team has
recovered key bones, includ-
ing the skull with teeth, arms,
hands, pelvis, legs, and feet.

But the researchers have
other fragments that may
represent perhaps at least 36
different individuals, including
youngsters, males, and fe-
males.

One of the lead scientists

on the project, Professor Tim
White from the University of
California, Berkeley, said the
investigation had been pains-
taking.

"It took us many, many years
to clean the bones in the Na-
tional Museum of Ethiopia and
then set about to restore this
skeleton to its original dimen-
sions and form; and then study
it and compare it with all the
other fossils that are known
from Africa and elsewhere, as
well as with the modern age,"
he told the journal.

"This is not an ordinary fos-
sil. It's not a chimp. It's not a

human. It shows us what we
used to be."

Tree life

The fossils come from the
Middle Awash study area in
the Afar Rift, about 230km
northeast of Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia's capital.

Some of the characteristics
of the animal's skeleton are
said to echo features seen
in very ancient apes; others
presage traits seen in later,
more human-like species.

The scientists say 1.2m-high
(4ft) Ardi was good at climb-
ing trees but also walked on
two feet. However she did not
have arched feet like us, indi-
cating that she could not walk
or run for long distances.

"She has opposable great
toes and she has a pelvis that
allows her to negotiate tree
branches rather well," ex-
plained team-member Profes-
sor Owen Lovejoy, from Kent
State University, Ohio.

"So half of her life is spent
in the trees; she would have
nested in trees and occasion-

ally fed in trees, but when
she was on the ground she
walked upright pretty close to
how you and | walk," he told
BBC News.

That she lived in what would
have been a wooded area 4.4
million years ago is somewhat
challenging, says the team. It
had been thought that early
human evolution was driven, if
only in part, by the disappear-
ance of trees - encouraging
our ancestors to walk on the
ground.

"These creatures were living
and dying in a woodland habi-
tat, not an open savannah,"
said Professor White.

Because of its age, Ardip-
ithecus is said to take science
closer to the yet-to-be-found
last common ancestor with
chimps, our close genetic
relatives. And because many
of Ardipithecus' traits do not
appear in modern-day Af-
rican apes, it suggests this
common ancestor may have
existed much further back in
time than had previously been
supposed - perhaps seven or
nine million years ago.

Comparisons with modern
chimp and gorilla anatomy
also under-
line just how
much these
African apes
themselves
have evolved
since  part-
ing compa-
ny with the
line that led
eventually to
modern hu-
mans.

Rapid
evolution

Asked
whether A.
ramidus was
our direct an-
cestor or not,
the team said ¥
more fossils
from different
places and
time periods
were needed
to answer the
question.

"We will

Addis AbabaO H

ETHIOPIA

Middle Awash Hominid Localitios |}

ument that accompanied their
journal papers.

"But if Ardipithecus ramidus
was not actually the species
directly ancestral to us, she
must have been closely relat-
ed to it, and would have been

similar in appearance and
adaptation. It has been a 17-
year investigation to assess
the discoveries Independent
experts in the field are struck
by how primitive Ardipithecus
appears compared with the
Australopithecines,  another

group of hominid (human-like)
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creatures from Africa that lived
slightly nearer to us in time.

One species in particular,
Australopithecus  afarensis,
the famous "LLucy" fossil found
in 1974, is very strongly linked
into the human story because
of its developed walking abil-
ity. For Ardipithecus rami-
dus to also sit on that direct
line seemed to require some
rapid evolutionary change,
commented Professor Chris
Stringer from London's Natu-
ral History museum.

"With Australopithecus start-
ing from four million years ago,
one would have thought that
things would have moved fur-
ther down the line by 4.4 mil-
lion years ago," he told BBC
News.

"OK, you can have very
rapid change, perhaps; or Ar-
dipithecus might be a residual
form, a relic of a somewhat
older stage of evolution that
had carried on. Perhaps we
will find something more like
Australopithecus at 4.4 million
years old somewhere else in
Africa."

Jonathan.Amos-INTER-
NET@bbc.co.uk

need many
more fos-
sil  recover-
ies from the
period of
3-5  million
years ago to
confidently
answer that
question in
the future,"
the  scien-
tists said in a
briefing doc-
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH HONORS TOP RIGHTS DEFENDERS

DEFENDERS WORK TO END ABUSES IN BURMA,
CONGO, ETHIOPIA, AND RUSSIA

Bo Kyi, Burma

These extraordinary individuals
confront tremendous challenges
every day, yet they work selflessly
to end human rights violations and
bring abusers to justice. We hope
this award, named for Alison Des
Forges, will inspire and protect them
as they struggle to uphold human
rights in their countries.

Kenneth Roth, executive director
of Human Rights Watch

(New York) - Four courageous and
tireless advocates of human rights -
fromm Burma, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Ethiopia and Russia - have
been awarded the prestigious Alison
Des Forges Defender Award for Ex-
traordinary Activism, Human Rights
Watch said today. The four work to
uphold freedom of expression, to
protect women in conflict, and to
ease the plight of political prisoners,
despite threats and persecution from
the authorities.

The awards are named for Dr. Ali-
son Des Forges, senior adviser to
Human Rights Watch's Africa Divi-
sion for almost two decades, who
was tragically killed in a plane crash
in New York on February 12, 2009.
Des Forges was the world's leading
expert on Rwanda, the 1994 geno-
cide and its aftermath, and Human
Rights Watch's annual award hon-
ors her outstanding commitment to
and defense of human rights.

The four winners of Human Rights
Watch's 2009 Alison Des Forges
Defender Award for Extraordinary
Activism are:

Daniel Bekele, lawyer and activist
from Ethiopia;

Bo Kyi, co-founder of Burma's As-
sistance Association of Political Pris-
oners;

Elena Milashina, reporter for Nova-
ya Gazeta, Russia's leading inde-
pendent newspaper; and

Mathilde Muhindo, women's rights
activist working to stop sexual vio-
lence in Democratic Republic of

Congo.
“These extraordinary individuals
confront tremendous challenges

every day, yet they work selflessly
to end human rights violations and
bring abusers to justice," said Ken-
neth Roth, executive director of Hu-
man Rights Watch. "We hope this
award, named for Alison Des Forg-
es, will inspire and protect them as
they struggle to uphold human rights
in their countries."

Human rights defenders are critical
partners for Human Rights Watch
staff conducting investigations in
more than 80 countries around the
world. The award winners will be

honored at the 2009 Human Rights
Watch Annual Dinners in Chicago,
Geneva, Hamburg, Houston, Lon-
don, Los Angeles, Munich, New
York, Paris, San Francisco, Santa
Barbara, Toronto, and Zurich.

|
DANIEL BEKELE 2008 Morag Livingstone

Daniel Bekele, Ethiopia

In the ever-shrinking space for free-
dom of expression in Ethiopia, Dan-
iel Bekele, a prominent anti-poverty
activist and human rights lawyer, has
faced heavy-handed government re-
pression. After leading a grass-roots
effort to promote voter education and
participation in Ethiopia's controver-
sial 2005 parliamentary elections, as
well as election monitoring and rec-
onciliation after the vote, Bekele was
arrested and spent two-and-a-half
years in prison on charges of incit-
ing violence against the government.
Human Rights Watch honors Bekele
who, at great personal risk, chal-
lenges the Ethiopian government to
uphold the civil and political rights
that protect all people.

BO KYI © 208 Paticia Williams

Bo Kyi, Burma

As a former political prisoner and
co-founder of the Assistance Asso-
ciation of Political Prisoners (AAPP),
Bo Kyi works tirelessly to secure the
release of Burmese people who have
been jailed for their political indepen-
dence and activism. Over the last 20
years, Bo Kyi has demonstrated un-
faltering courage, sharing his story
and those of other political prisoners
and exposing the Burmese military
junta's numerous abuses. Human
Rights Watch honors Bo Kyi for his
heroic efforts to speak out against
Burmese repression and to advo-
cate on behalf of those who have
dared to criticize the military junta.

ELENA MILASHINA © 2009 Novaya Gazeta

Elena Milashina, Russia

As a leading investigative journalist
for Novaya Gazeta, Russia's most
prominent independent newspapet,
Elena Milashina exposes the truth
about human rights abuses and
widespread government corruption.
Despite Russia's attempts to silence
its critics and hide abuses, Milashina
remains outspoken, publishing ac-
counts of enforced disappearances,
extrajudicial executions, and torture.
She also continues to investigate the
2006 murder of her newspaper col-
league and mentor Anna Politkovs-
kaya, calling for accountability at the
highest level. Human Rights Watch
honors Milashina for her courage in
confronting Russia's deeply prob-
lematic human rights record.

MATHILDE MUHINDO
© 2004 Elodie PERRIOT Secours Catholique

Mathilde Muhindo, Democratic

Republic of Congo

As director of the Olame Centre,
a women's rights organization, Ma-
thilde Muhindo empowers women to
fight against the pervasive discrimi-
nation and horrific sexual violence
that are endemic in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

She led a coalition of local wom-
en's organizations to advocate suc-
cessfully for a comprehensive law on
sexual violence.

Human Rights Watch honors Ma-
thilde Muhindo for her tireless dedi-
cation to the safety, health, and
rights of the often-forgotten women
in eastern Congo.
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BUILDING DEMOCRATIC ETHIOPIA
‘NATION OF INDIVIDUALITY’

MODELS PROPOSED BY ZEWGE FANTA

PL9°ne-0, w0l FANGSS
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Translation:

"Democracy is a principle by which
to fortify and build, not divide societies.
The people of any region have demo-
cratic rights not to be excluded and
barred from sharing the heritages and
resources that the nation is endowed
with. Similarly, it is the right of the nation
to protect the interests of the whole and
to prevent the partition or separation of
any region away from the rest.” (Zewge
Fanta, 1993)

Introduction

In the words of the dictator, Meles Ze-
nawi, the high priest of the “Nations &
Nationalities” teachings, Ethiopia ‘was
not meant to be’ a lasting nation. The
leader of the Tigray People Liberation
Front (TPLF), a name that shall go down
in the annals of dictatorial regimes as
‘spiteful’ has revealed his plan to end
the existence of Ethiopia. When TPLF
came to power, the destruction of Ethio-
pia immediately begun, and the people
of the ancient nation have suffered im-
mensely as no other time. The patience
of the people is completely depleted,
and changes are on the horizons. The
inventors of the Human Cages called
Kilil shall leave Ethiopia and disappear
from the face of the Earth. They may
also be planning to settle in their native
habitat in the birth place of Kilil, in Tigray
where they conceived the morbid idea
of the destruction of Ethiopia. However,
knowing or expecting the end of this
ugly period, Ethiopians cannot wait sim-
ply watching the end approaching with-
out being prepared to receive the huge
responsibility. Ethiopians have displayed
immense desire to get rid of the dictators
and to undo the spoils of Kilil. When the
dictators depart, the pillars of Ethiopia
in every rural villages, towns and cities
should quickly begin to take responsibil-

ity to manage the business and affairs of
the country. It is high time that the pillars
of Ethiopia should know the initial steps
as well as the sequential measures to be
taken. They should have the economic
and political configurations of the nation
that would replace Kilil. The leaders and
pillars of Ethiopia that would emerge
from all sectors of the population should
have refined ideas and models of Ethio-
pia’s democratic systems that define the
economic and political configurations
that fit the conditions, traditions and his-
tory of the people, and allow Ethiopians
to transform into a modern democratic
nation. The advance preparation would
smooth the giant leap from the state of
Kilil to democratic systems. It is along
this thought that the author proposed
new models of the administrative and
economic systems described in the
following. The author believes that the
models introduced here or other strat-
egies that evolve from further studies
will guide the leaders and the Ethiopian
people in making the final decision. The
models may be used by any transitional
government entity or government that is
elected and tasked to transform Ethio-
pia into a nation of Individuality.

Kilil - The Colonial Dogma

The purpose of Kilil was to partition
Ethiopia into several tribal homelands
with the ultimate goal of creating several
nations within a nation. This has been
dejected concept as the anti-thesis of
democracy, and the exact opposite of
Ethiopians’ nature and traditions of cen-
turies. The Kill system was forcefully
imposed on the people with dilemma to
divide the people along languages. The
aim was to create conflicts and differ-
ences and to polarize them and force
them grow apart socially and economi-
cally. Kilil has created insurmountable
social and economic hardships to Ethio-
pians. To achieve their goals the dicta-
tors have systematically encouraged
and even staged and provoked conflicts
amongst the people of various regions.
The dictators have revealed their long-
term plan by allocating unfair share of
resources to the province of Tigray that
they believed would be their future ref-
uge. By doing so, the leaders of TPLF
have exposed the people of Tigray to
unfair animosity and ill-will, which shall
entail great consequences to the securi-
ty of the people of that region more than
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any other in the Country. The people of
Tigray are the owners of Ethiopian his-
tory, and so, the pillars who defend and
guard the nation’s existence and its con-
tinuity. However, it was sadly in Tigray
that TPLF conceived the destruction of
Ethiopia. The final dissolution of the na-
tion may also take place on the soils of
Tigray. The leaders of TPLF believe that
they will settle in Tigray and live happily
ever after leaving behind a nation that is
fragmented and in turmoil. The gallant
people of Tigray must see the embryo
of that idea that is growing in the womb
of Tigray. They need to act quickly and
abort the wretched plan with all sacri-
fices necessary. Ethiopians every where
must also build a unified force to oust
TPLF and toss out Kilil and the constitu-
tion created for it or by it. Only democ-
racy will ensure the existence and the
continuity of Ethiopia as a nation and the
security and wellbeing of all people. Ev-
ery citizen like every people of all regions
has critical roles to play today more than
any other time in the history of Ethio-
pians. Each person can be a powerful
force essential to end Kilil and to trans-
form Ethiopia into a democratic nation.

Ethiopia’s Providence

The early Ethiopians who sprang out
of the lands of Ghion and Awash as the
first human race have spread to near

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
FORMED BY
AUTONOMOUS PROVINCES

lomorban A Juad

and far lands and gradually populated
Earth. Ethiopians do migrate outward
even today to all lands around the globe.
Cataclysmic events, social disorders
and pursuit of discovery and exploration
had fascinated the ancient Ethiopians to
venture far beyond their place of origin.
Ethiopians are presently subjected to
oppressive rule so brutal and incompa-
rable to any other period in the long his-
tory of Ethiopians. Every ruler in Ethiopia
expanded the territories of Ethiopia and
galvanized the people of vast nation.
But, the leaders of TPLF do today the
exact opposite. Ethiopians, the first who
introduced the ideas of Republic to the
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Strong women candidates of the
Green Party share their thoughts
on the future of the Green Economy
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What kind of jobs'need to be
created for improved sustainability
of our country in this economic
times?
Ellen Michelson (Toronto centre) :
“Our government needs to invest in
energy efficient methods and clean
technologies like other countries:
Green infrastructure improves our
environment, and also furthers social
justice by improving people’s welfare.
Three areas out of the many that
Jatin Naik could creatg jobs in the green se_ctc_Jr
njatin@yahoo.com and that which have a huge multiplier
effect on the economy are Retrofits,
Renewable sources of energy and Arts & culture.

Tell us.as to _how climate change could be disastrous and how
our country should gear up for energy efficiency

Adriana Mugnatto-Hamu (Toronto-Danforth) : “Climate change
is the biggest challenge humanity has ever faced. Canada has not
done a good job of bringing its own emissions down. Under our
current government, though, not only have our commitments to
bringing down Canada’s emissions gone even further down, but
our negotiating team has been actively hampering international
consensus. Glaciers are melting far faster and the earth is warming
more rapidly and Canada has to do its part here.

How is Green momentum gathering speed across the globe?
Georgina Wilcock (Don Valley West) : “Global warming is a real
concern the world over. We have Green parties in 70 countries
around the world so the green momentum for addressing environ-
mental issues is picking up across the globe. Canada needs to take
responsibility and innovate in the direction of cutting back on the
green house gases”

How do you propose to promote Green mandate in our
country?

Elizabeth May (Green Party Leader of Canada) : “We are
meeting with the people in meetings as well as participating in
group discussions in order to promote the Green Party’s mandate
which is effective means of reaching out to everyone. | very well
look forward to be connecting with people, listening to their issues
one on one, getting to know and hearing directly from them”

What kind of peace-keeping role do you think Canada should
involve in to?

Debborah Donnelly (St. Paul’s) : “I think our government needs
to understand what it means to be a member of the military who put
their life on the line for our country. If they did, they would under-
stand that what they ask of our men and women in Afghanistan is
not in line with the traditional values Canadians have on peace
keeping. Only 50% of Canadians vote and only 30% of them voted
for our current government and the choice that keeps the military
represents only 15% . In the military one does not have the voice to
speak their minds, so being ex-military, | feel | need to speak for so
many who must remain silent. It is time we get back to real peace
keeping!”

What is your take on the future of the Canadian economy
considering the economic times right now?

Rebecca Harrison-White (Whitby-Oshawa) : Growing up with my
father, a dedicated municipal politician and my mother, a public
servant and part time activist, they taught me that simply being
unsatisfied with the current state of affairs in your country was not
enough. | heard the same empty promises and rhetoric and after
the election nothing changed. So | am now running for the Green
Party because they have the fresh perspective on government the
other parties lack. They have the commitment to change that
reflects the times that we are in. Tomorrow is a new day, a new
economy is evolving, a new Canada needs to emerge. We need
new ideas, new commitments and new leadership to pull us out of
recession and get us there!

What policies related to energy conservation should be
considered in our country?

Adrianne Carr (Deputy Green Party leader) : We should be
encouraging people to green up and carbon neutralize with much
bigger incentives. Green economy diverting stimulus packages
towards energy efficiency will have immediate and rapid effect on
economy. The implications of global warming are horrendous and
that’s the reason why | am devoting my life for this cause. Green
party represents new thinking. Canada is blessed with renewable
energies : solar, wind, hydro, geo exchange so why not switch to
utilizing alternate sources of energy like some other countries are
already doing so, instead of oil and coal etc which actually results
in an increased carbon footprint not good for the environment and
disastrous to our planet.

If embraced, this will also open up potential for tremendous growth
opportunities creating more jobs in the green economy, green
infrastructure and green sector fields in the future!
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Lalibela Restaurant 869 Bloor St. West Tel. 416-535-6615
Toronto, ON Cell: 416-890-6259

ISR IR YAYS | Alcohol + Drug Abuse=

Practicing Law since 1986

Serving the Ethiopian
Community since 1990

hnw 0  aAtHéHST 1%L \TCP T
- OAT WEA? £°714! VOP 1-5¢-P
! NA200-5 O F2F LPeHALTA::

i
Belva Spiel, B. Mus, LL .B.
Barrister & Solicitor Let us help with:
 Refugee Calaims(Legal Aid Certificates
accepted)
1670 BayView Ave. = Family Sponsorships
Suite 402 = Sponsorship Appeals

< Independent Immigrants
= Humanitarian Applications
e Student & Work Authorizations

Tel. (416) 486 - 1688 vy

y |

Fax (416) 486 - 2274 T

Ethiopian Association in the GTA and Surrounding Regions HIV/AIDS Prevention and Education Project
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Continued from p(9)

World would be the last peo-
ple to accept and be governed
by a barbaric ‘human caging’
system called Kilil. Ethiopians
will emerge as a democratic
people unspoiled by the euvil
system of colonialism. Those
who failed to conquer and
subjugate the ancient people
and destroy their cultures
and history shall witness to-
day when the children of the
ancient Ethiopians whose an-
cestors their ancestors once
called Uncles and Aunts, en-
ter a new era, and emerge as
modern societies. The history
and traditions of the Ethiopian
people shall remain and shine
for many centuries to come
S0 long societies around them
and the World remain peace-
ful and stable as well. How-
ever, the social and economic
systems of Ethiopia should
change and modernize. New
political and economic sys-
tems compatible with the cul-
tures and history of the people
and conditions of the natural
resources will be found and
adopted.

Agents of Changes

Ethiopians of this period
are rightly thought as the true
Agents of Changes. By their
actions, they will build Ethio-
pia as a Nation of Individual-
ity. By their inactions or faux
pas, they will pass as the
most seedless generation of
all times. Should the people of
Tigray, Begemdir, Wollo, Go-
jam, Shewa, Arusi, Wellega,
Harerge, lllubabur, Gomugofa,
Keffa, Sidamo, and Bale fail to
act, the continuity of the long
history of Ethiopia shall come
to cease, and TPLF will have
its plan fulfilled. That is how-
ever, contrary to the nature
of Ethiopians. Ethiopians are
known for their wisdom and
bravery. They are endowed
with abundant resources and
rich heritages. This period is
offering them new opportuni-
ties of unimaginable experi-
ences. The tasks to transform
the people into democratic
societies shall no doubt en-
tail enormous challenges and
new experiences of unknown
systems. However, when the
people fulfill their goals, the
accomplishments  will bring
new feelings and new way of
life unimagined by any citizen.
Seeing Democratic Ethiopia
at the end of the long bitter
struggles will indeed be a tri-
umph that Ethiopians of pres-
ent & future generations, as
well as the people of Africa
and the World shall celebrate

BUILDING DEMOCRATIC ETHIOPIA
‘NATION OF INDIVIDUALITY’

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
FORMED BY
ADMINISTRATIVE SUB-DIVISIONS

ERITREA

GONDER
GOJAM

WELEGA
ILUBABU

HARERGE
BALE

ZEG FANTA. 2009 FIG. I

for decades to come.

MODELING THE FUTURE
ETHIOPIA

The Preliminary Task

To modernize Ethiopia, so-
cially, economically and po-
litically, it is necessary first to
explore the approaches and
strategies how Ethiopians’
good cultures and traditions
should be maintained, how to
incorporate them with the new
systems, and how wisely the
resources can be used and
utilized to improve the way of
life of the ordinary people. The
models proposed here may
or may not be the embryo of
Ethiopia’s future economic
and political systems. How-
ever, scholars and students
of democracy and experts
as well as ordinary Ethiopi-
ans should work together and
formulate the political and
economic models that best
fit the nation. The author ac-
knowledges the fact that there
may be other models perhaps
more suitable. The proposed
models may also be the right
approach with little or sub-
stantial modifications to them.
The ultimate objective of this
document is to initiate wide
discussions that would lead
to the formulation of new eco-
nomic and political systems
that would replace Kilil. Ethio-
pians who are working hard to
end Kilil and undo the devas-
tations it caused should have
such ideas at hand perhaps
well developed and ready for
the great debate and discus-
sions throughout the country.

Administrative / Political
Structures

MODEL I

Using the former Provincial
Administrative  Sub-divisions
(See Fig. 1) may be a safe
approach and perhaps free
of serious controversies and
conflicts of interests. The fact
that the people are very familiar
with the political sub-divisions
of provinces, readopting this
system will be practical and
not complicated to the peo-
ple. Since every regime before
TPLF used the political struc-

ECONOMIC REGIONS
FOR REGIIMAL & MATIOHAL
ECOMOMIC PROGRAMS
ERITREA
A CONCEPTUAL MODEL

HORTHERN
EGONOMIC REGION
TIGRAY

ECOMOMIC RECION
WEFA

SDAND
WESTERN BALE FIG. 3

tures, the systems are deeply
embedded with the social,
economic and political cultures
and traditions of the people. It
is wise to use systems that the
people are familiar with and
understand the administrative
traditions intimately. Inventing
new political structures alien
to the people like Kilil has lead
to endless chaos, and created
insurmountable economic and
social difficulties. Kilil produces
endless miseries to the nation.
Knowing that, the Ethiopian
people rejected Kilil and its in-
ventors in the landmark deci-
sion of 2005 national election.

Self-reliance

Autonomous local  rules
and federal structures may
be established based on the
Administrative Provinces.
Creating autonomous local
entities (provinces) and es-
tablishing a strong Federal
Government that fuses the
provinces together is an es-
sential step for establishing a
stable democratic Ethiopia.
The Federal Government and
the local governments shall
be designed to provide every
Ethiopian the basic rights and
the protections of those rights
so that Ethiopians can live
and work in any place of their
choice. The new system will
reverse the spoils of Kilil that
limited citizen’s mobility out-
side his/her designated tribal
homeland. The Federal sys-
tem shall ensure the rights of
every Ethiopian to enjoy and
utilize the resources that Ethi-
opia provides.

ALTERNATIVE TO MODEL
|
The alternative to Model |
may be more practical and
advantageous to the nation
in many ways. First, it can
quickly diffuse the tensions
and conflicts among people of
different regions that Kilil had
created. Secondly, the model
(See Fig. 2) will not be a new
experience

or unfamiliar political
administrative  system to
the people. Thirteen Prov-
inces of self-rule entities
may prove to be cumber-
some and difficult to the

people. It may be hard to
some states to flourish and
develop with same pace of
social and economic pro-
gresses as the other states.
The people of each prov-
ince may luck the neces-
sary human, technological
and natural resources to be
self-sufficient and to run an
autonomous government ef-
fectively and independently.
The Federal Government
may also become bogged
and overburdened by lack
of human resources and
technology to facilitate the
regional growth evenly and
equally by diverting its mea-
ger resources to lacking
provinces. To balance the
resources and strengthen
the regional development
capabilities joining two prov-
inces into one State or Prov-
ince may be an effective
strategy. The two provinces
may overcome what one
province may not by it self.
Therefore, joining adjacent
provinces that have many
commonalities and historic
relationships of social and
economic interactions into
one entity may bring no un-
familiar experiences to the
people of both provinces.
When provinces are joined
together, overlapping social
and economic practices and
relationship will strengthen
and enhance cooperation.
Each joined provinces may
retain their names to main-
tain their heritage. Howev-
er, the people shall decide
whether they be labeled
as Provinces (%A ANT%
LC) or State (hea “M-T)
(See Table I). Joining the
provinces, seven political
sub-divisions may evolve
plus Eritrea, which by then
will have to decide wheth-
er to join the federation or
stand for ever knocking at
the door of Ethiopia. These
entities give the foundation
and the framework for es-
tablishing the Federal Gov-
ernment structures. Some
studies may be necessary
to determine whether joining
the neighboring provinces
creates any social or eco-
nomic hardship or burden
to one or both. In general,
joining two adjacent prov-
inces, for instance, Shewa
and Arusi, Tigray and Wol-
lo, Begemdir and Gojam,
etc appears logical and
practical. Each pair shall
make one autonomous po-
litical entity and become the
building block of the Great
Federation. The schemes of
joining two provinces may

require some territorial ad-
justments in some areas.
This is true where lands
that are physically divided
by impassable rivers and
or mountains and valleys,
which inhibit development
efforts, are encountered. In
this regard, the scheme of
joining the provinces must
be based on conditions and
factors such as geographic,
economic and social ties,
natural resources, adminis-
trative practices and tradi-
tions. Small adjustments of
boundary lines here and
there might be necessary.
The names of the provinces
may have historical signifi-
cance. However, geograph-
ic names may also be des-
ignated (See Table ). For
instance, Tigray-Wollo may
be known as Semen-Misraq
Province (0“%7-9°0¢é-b 7
@A ANTSLC) or Semen-
Misraq State (0?27-9°0¢-
¢ hea “MT). The seven
provinces or states created
in this manner are more or
less equal in size and not
more than 25 percent more
than the others except Sida-
mo-Bale and Harerge-Bale.
Each state has common
boundary with neighbor-
ing country, and so, each
state is in essence a gate
keeper of the nation. The
state of Shewa-Arusi has
been stretched to Djibouti
for the same purpose and
to provide direct connection
with Djibouti, an important
spot to Ethiopia’s economic
interests strategic factors.

The Economic Regions

MODEL I

Ethiopia has one of the most
difficult landforms and terrains
that stand obstacles to vari-
ous types of development pro-
grams. The terrains have retard
national economic progress-
es. Constructions of roads
and bridges across regions
are in many cases impossible
or costly. Because of the mea-
ger resources of the nation,
development programs are
piece meal and slow. Floods,
landslides and ground move-
ments frequently destroy new
roads and bridges. The huge
maintenances costs and lack
of materials have slowed and
or discouraged economic ac-
tivities and programs in many
parts of the country. These
conditions have made the
development efforts severely
constrained.  Self-sufficiency
is a huge responsibility, and it
would make the people of each
state more dependent on their

Hawarya Volume 15 ¢ No 5 ¢ Oct/Nov 2009



own resources and capabilities.
The nation cannot provide every
thing that the people of every
village, town and region need.
A system properly established
can guide the local, regional
authorities and national entities
to carry out planned develop-
ment effectively. The configu-
ration of the nation into several
Economic Regions (See Fig. 3)
may be impetus for accelerated
economic progresses through-
out the country. Autonomous
rule and self-sufficiency will en-
courage people to engage in
the programs of their regions
that they have direct control
and participation in the decision
making processes. Configuring
the Economic Regions as pro-
posed in this model is based
on non-political factors. Each
Economic Region is run by
regional authority established
jointly by the provinces listed
in each Economic Region. The
Economic Regions are inde-
pendent authorities that would
be carefully structured not to be
associated or overlap with the
local or federal administrative

KIFLE ASTEDADER
nEA wibELE

ERITREA*
LT IEA WAL

KIFLE GIZAT
Eh TR
SEMEN
A A T

TIGRAY-WOLLO SEMEN MISRAQ
T Wi WA R SRE ALY 0 A
BEGEMDIR-GOJAM SEMEN MIRAB
MRLC 109 A tSen ALY P00l N Y
WELLEGA-ILLUBABUR | MIRAB

WAD WANIHE IR bk G000 Al A T
SHEW-ARUSI MEHAKEL

A e T
DEBUBE MIRAB
Rk Pl A T
DEBUB

Lk WEA T

MISRAQ
i heA T

9 AL %A hnHSEE
GOMUGOFA-KEFFA
Fe-i4 T DA ARG
SIDAMO-BALE

AT Tl hEA hOHARE
HARERGE-BALE
UL i TSR hivhSI0

# Provided it is federated w/Ethiopia.
TABLEI

/ political systems. The Eco-
nomic Regions are one layer of
independent authority that will
be governed both by the states
they are made of, and by an in-
dependent entity at the federal
government level. The federal
entity will monitor and manage
the national resources and their
uses and the distribution of the
resources such as power, com-
munications, transportation
and other resources. The mod-
eling of the economic regions of
new Ethiopia may be challeng-
ing. The main objective of cre-
ating the Economic Regions is

to provide a system that would
help achieve even economic
growth throughout the country.
The scheme to configure the
nation into several Economic
Regions may appear again
logical and straight foreword.
However, the same factors and
conditions considered for de-
lineating the boundaries of the
Administrative entities may ap-
ply in delineating the boundar-
ies of the Economic Regions.
The model of the Economic Re-
gions proposed here may need
some boundary changes here
and there. It may be necessary
to develop a configuration that
is entirely or partly different from
the one proposed here. The
objective of this proposal is not
to advance any particular idea,
but to attain a model that best
fits the new nation and allow
accelerated progresses.

Conclusion

The Kilil rule is design to frag-
ment and partition Ethiopia
into smaller nation. If Kilil is al-
lowed to last for a while, it will
have achieved the partition to
be completed in an irreversible
conditions. The insurmountable
obstacles will have pushed the
people to reach the point of no
return. The continuity of Ethi-
opia as a nation will become
virtually impossible. Because,
Ethiopia will have become irrel-
evant and without meaning to
people of the regions that have
been systematically isolated
and separated from the one
another. At that stage, TPLF
and all the masters will real-
ize that Kilil has achieved their
goals! Nations shall be born
and emerge from parts of dying
Ethiopia. All its enemies that are
now pushing towards that end
will be hovering over to feast on
Ethiopia’s mutilated body.

To avert and avoid that catas-
trophe before it happens, the
first step would require an action
that would cripple the advance
of Kilil system. The proposed
models will serve the Ethiopian
people to cement their unity
and to rise against TPLF and
show their rejection of Kilil sys-
tem. Agents of Changes must
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be armed with the blue prints
of new economic and political
structures of Ethiopia. When
they do, Kilil will be reduced
to ashes and its inventors who
cannot survive without it will
evaporate leaving no trace of
their short existence.

Ethiopians must recognize
the fact that the end of Ethio-
pia is in works. The First stage
of the systematic destruction
of the nation is underway. It is
marked by fast erosion of the
identities and symbols of Ethio-
pia. The Second stage would
follow by wide spread con-
flicts, disruptions and disarray.
National leaders who uphold
the core values of the Ethio-
pian people would be attacked
left and right. The defenders
and guardians of Ethiopia will
be hunted and eliminated The
Third stage will mark the disap-
pearance of people who call
themselves Ethiopians from
many parts of the country. The
final and the Fourth stage of the
end of Ethiopia as a nation shall
take place at its birth place, Ti-
gray. Those who protected the
history and heritages of Ethiopia
for centuries will face enemies
from north, east, and west. The
enemies shall come with such
force that will deface the an-
cient cities leaving no trace of
their long existence. The enemy
forces of known and unknown
origins will finally extinguish the
torch of Axum that had lit the
World for centuries. The final
work will not be achieved by
Meles or his TPLF. Meles would
be long gone. However, the
outcome of this development
would prove Meles’ prophecy
that ‘Ethiopia was not meant to
be’ a lasting nation absolutely
correct. We should realize the
fact that Meles only repeated
the words that he was indoc-
trinated about by his masters
who ever they may be.

[t is important to know that
Ethiopians will enter unwittingly
the Second phase of this con-
tinued destruction when the
May 2010 election is about to
take place. The plan is to leave
Ethiopians without any hope of

change, and with no chance of
a way out from the devilish pov-
erty and brutal oppression. Let
us examine the humans’ choic-
es and deeds from these per-
spectives: If a man crosses in
front of a moving car, he would
shorten his life. If a man decid-
ed to spend the night outside
his home when the beasts take
over the village, he has decid-
ed to shorten his life. God has
nothing to do with those deci-
sions. Respectively, Ethiopia is
questioning the passion of this
generation in ways that it never
did of any of its children through
the ages. Ethiopia is demand-
ing those whom she fed/raised
to pay her back so that she can
reach the next generation. The
leaves, roots, and rocks of Ethi-
opia must vyield the medicine
that will eradicate the carrier of

Kilil virus.
[ X X ]

Note

The author appreciates well
thought comments, views and
suggestions. The comments
will be added with this docu-
ment ‘as is’ and be forwarded
to the committee that may be
formed to study the practicality
of this proposal.

The critical reviews and infor-
mation obtained from experts
has made this proposal pos-
sible, and their contributions
and willingness to advance
this study to the next level has
been profoundly encouraging.
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Zewge Fanta may be
reached by E-mail: zegfan-
tam@aol.com

While driving in the city you
might have seen many flags
around town. You might rec-
ognize some of the flags to
which country they belong and
sometimes you might want to
play the guessing game and try
to figure out. . What if you see
your own flag flying high on the
side of the road in front of resi-
dential areal | was in Ottawa in
the month of July/ 2009. The
day was Sunday. | was looking
for Ethiopian orthodox church.
| made a wrong turn near the
church; after driving a couple

| FOUND OUR FLAG

of hundreds of meter i saw
Ethiopian our own flag. First, i
thought i found the church. As
i got closer, i knew i was wrong
since i remember as i was told,
the church actually is a big
church and it does not look
like a residential house. | pulled
over and staring at it. Since i
was in Ottawa, My first guess
was it should be the ambassa-
dor resident. | was right.

It feels great, i felt and flew in
memories of home. It reminds
me my childhood, the place
where i played ball, where i went

to school and my friends. All it
took was the flag by the side of
the road in front of the house.
This photo on the flag would tell
that is the land of Ethiopians. |
felt great and was proud to see
our flag. Ambassadors' might
come and go, but the flag will
always fly high reminding ev-
eryone that this is part of Ethio-
pian. | felt i was home for that
moment......

Benyam Woldeab
Photographer
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NEW YORK LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (NYLA) ANNUAL CONFERENCE

NIAGARA FALLS, NY

- OCTOBER 15, 2009

WILL THE ETHNIC PRESS IN AMERICA SURVIVE?

Muluken Muchie
Editor/Publisher
Hawarya News Paper
Toronto, Canada)

Greetings, ladies & gentle men;

Before I go further, allow me to start by
extending my appreciation to the organiz-
ers of the 2009 NYLA conference. I applaud
them for their considerate efforts to involve
the multicultural media of North America;
which have become the eyes and ears of our
multicultural society. It is a great privilege
for me to attend this conference by repre-
senting one of the African multicultural
(Ethnic) media called, 'Hawarya', means,
"disciple" in Amharic, the Ethiopian official
language.

By the way, I like the abbreviation coined
to be "NYLA"; it reminds me not only the
name of my African antelope species, Nya-
la, but its characteristics, too.

The Nyala is part of the antelope family
found in Africa, particularly in South Af-
rica, as that of the Ethiopian Walia Ibex,
which is also belong to the goat family and
only its kind found in the Ethiopian north-
ern mountain.

The African Nyala finds its habitat in a
dense area of dry savannah woodland or in
thick river bank vegetation; it doesn't prefer
grass lands or plains as the other common
antelopes normally do; but it lives within
the savannah or a river bank vegetation
where many types of little creatures live
side by side. The African Nyalas are known

%éﬁl
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Muluken Muchie(right) with other participants at

the NYLA conference

of protecting its vulnerable members, the
females and the youths - it is believed up
to 30 members of females and youths travel
by group to safe guard each other's secu-
rity and wellbeing. Males of the Nyala spe-
cies live in solitary of the females and the
youths; they only join the herd at favorite
feeding and watering places or when there
arises natural mating needs; the strong
members are not allowed to influence the
day to day livehood of the weak. Doesn't
this characteristic resemble to an indepen-
dent institutions as that of NYLA in regard
to its members?

I think NYLA is some what similar to
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that of the Afri-
can Nyala; It lives
within the popu-
lation where mi-
nority groups are
struggling to meet
ends; it under-
stands the prob-
lems and interests

of these multi-
cultural  groups;
it reaches them

to help co-exist
and grow; that is
how and why I am
here representing
the African Eth-
nic media by be-
ing supported by
NYLA.

Ladies & gentle
men,

Let me introduce you our news paper, it
is called Hawarya; it is a publication in the
Ethiopian Diaspora since 1995.

Hawarya is an "Ambharic" monthly
(Ethiopian official language) published in
Toronto Canada. It is the main source of
information for its readers, both at home,
abroad and for main stream media groups.
Hawarya has subscribers all over the world
and we also distribute to major North
America cities. It has prominent writers
and contributors from back home to the
Diaspora and it is an active member of the
National Ethnic Press and Media Council
of Canada.

Hawarya's main objectives, in a country
(Canada) where multiculturalism is main-
tained and protected by law, can be sum up
at least in three levels:

1) To keep in touch with our country of
origin

« once we left our country , there is no
way to know more about the situation in
back home;

« the main stream media report only on
crisis and major events on the interna-
tional level, but the community needs to
follow every aspects of social, economic
and political developments and happen-
ings of the country of origin.

o to meet this strong desire, we had to
have an out let that could connect us and
learn more about our home country

« 50 is the reason in part for Hawarya and
other ethnic papers to be born - to have
the opportunity to exchange news from
back home and abroad within the Diaspora
community.

2) To be a bridge between the commu-
nity and the rest of the society we live in;

« as new comers and settlers we need to
interpret and understand the Canadian
values and system using our way of under-
standing;

o for this we need a medium which is
useful for information exchanges among
the community members themselves con-
cerning vital interests, such as cultural and
social events, migration and employment
matters..

3.1) To preserve ones identity

o Cultural heritage

o language

o literature

o history

« values & ways of life

3.2) To gain strength
e Economic

« Political

« Social

Challenges:

1) the internet factor:

« while it has an advantage to collect and
disseminate news and information in a
timely efficient way, ethnic media lacks the
resource to equip itself with the necessary
tools of the net. The internet needs trained
staff members in different capacity. When
ethnic media lacks to update itself to the
technology, readers switch to individual ca-
pacities and personalities who disseminate
on the net different news items and chat-
ting; this creates a worthiness question.

o Advertisers switch to the internet; cre-
ate their own websites, use individual nett-
ers to promote their products & services

2) the youth factor:

« language barrier to read ethnic papers
published in native languages

o although there is a burning feeling to
maintain ones heritage, the youths domi-
nantly influenced by the main stream cul-
ture where they live in; there is a need to
have multicultural institutions that can
educate native cultures to youths; this in
turn help ethnic media continue serve the
community.

Given all of these, the question is, Will
the Ethnic Press in N. America Survive?

I believe, yes, it will! Ethnic press will
survive in North America.

what it has to do is:

a) keep a strong link with the mother cul-
ture, the country of origin; this is an artery,
a blood vessel to ethnic media.

b) update the standard of ethnic media to
the internet; readers always want to follow
an organized and reliable source of infor-
mation.

c) create institutions that can educate the
youths of their culture, language and his-
tory; make sure the youths can read and
write their heritage languages.

d) help the community grow and be self
sufficient to take care of the course of its
heritage.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Hawarya has come a long way in serv-
ing its designated community; it has been
cited as a reliable source by renowned
North American media such as The Globe
& Mail, The New York Times, the Toronto
Star, CBC local and international, as well as
many local publications & air media from
within Ethiopia and abroad. Hawarya is
one of the symbols of the Canadian mo-
saic — a society in which multiculturalism
is celebrated.

As an editor and publisher, I was profiled
by the Toronto Star and York University
Magazine.

Thanks and God bless our societies!
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can i win a free trip
back home this eid?

e . h "

4 p

< | <J

this eid, surprise your loved ones by joining them back home. simply send a qualify-
ing transfer and be entered for a chance to win one of 10 weekly draws to reward s
one lucky winner every week with a free travel voucher. no purchase necessary.

for details, visit eidsurprise.com. l.l
august 17th 2009 - october 31st 2009

SN[ 75

www.westernunioncanada.ca moneytransfer

The Contest commences at 12:00:01 a.m. ET on August 17, 2009 and ends at 11:59:59 p.m. on October 31, 2009. For full contest rules, go to www.eidsurprise.com. Each time you send a Western Union Money Transfer® transac-
tion at any participating Western Union® Agent location in Canada (a “qualifying transaction”) to the following countries: Pakistan, Bangladesh, Lebanon, United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria,
Sudan, Iraq, Turkey, Algeria, Senegal, Tunisia, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Morocco, Palestine, Kuwait, Qatar, Yemen, Bahrain, or Oman, you receive one (1) automatic entry into the Contest. Entrant is deemed to be the person whose name
appears as “Sender” on each transaction. Each preceding week’s unsuccessful entries will qualify for a draw in the next week along with the new entries for that week. No Purchase Necessary. To enter without a transaction,
hand-print your complete name, address and telephone number on a piece of paper and mail to: Western Union EID Surprise Contest, P.O. Box 250-ES, Pickering, ON, L1V 2R4. Weekly Prizes: There will be a total of ten (10)
weekly prizes awarded starting on September 8, 2009 and ending November 10, 2009, with one (1) prize awarded weekly. Each weekly prize consists of one (1) EID SURPRISE VOUCHER redeemable for one (1) Round Trip Air
Ticket, economy airfare, from Canada to a major international airport located in (A) the capital city (or closest to it) of one (1) of the following countries: Pakistan, Bangladesh, Lebanon, United Arab Emirates, Egypt, Afghanistan,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Syria, Sudan, Iraq, Turkey, Algeria, Senegal, Tunisia, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Morocco, Palestine, Kuwait, Qatar, Yemen, Bahrain, or Oman, or (B) Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Confirmation of flight dates and times will
be at the sole discretion of the designated travel agency issuing the air tickets. Western Union is not responsible for arranging dates and times of travel. The air ticket will be from any one of the following four (4) major Canadian
International Airports nearest the winner’s home: Pearson International Airport, Toronto, Ontario; Vancouver International Airport — Vancouver, BC; Calgary International Airport, Calgary, Alberta, or Pierre Elliott Trudeau Interna-
tional Airport, Montreal, QC, and returning to the same airport. All other expenses such as ground transportation, accommodation, meals, travel documentation fees, airport fees and taxes, spending money and additional travel
beyond the destination mentioned on the Air Ticket will be the sole responsibility of the winner. Approximate retail value of each prize voucher is $2,000.00 Cdn. The winner will have the option of taking a $1,500.00 (Cdn) cash
equivalent in lieu of the EID SURPRISE VOUCHER. Odds of winning depend on the number of eligible entries received. In order to win, the selected entrant must first correctly answer a mathematical skill-testing question and sign
a Declaration and Release Form. Québec Residents: Any litigation respecting the conduct or organization of a publicity contest may be submitted to the Régie des alcools, des courses et des jeux for a ruling.
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