G hAD A TEXP

Al MU @fe OTPEATTT AATAV N APAL:T ACETET 17 AOC AFCE APl

novAl: LN -

NACE 7 LS Novd7PA oo 790 AANT LHo- P04 PmC (&P oo 79T O-FFoVTFo-
AU AL €01 A7 Lm AdAovl @7PA hodl: TLLS 7T 0.4 ZI9°C ACE
afPL STo-= Poo01TA®7 LG P77

Former Argentine dictator Videla jailed for life

BUENOS AIRES (Reuters) - Former Argentine dictator Jorge Rafael Videla, who defends the campaign
| '.of state violence that killed thousands of people from 1976 to 1983, was jailed for life
| Jon Wednesday for murder, torture and kidnapping.

Videla, 85, who has spent years in a military jail and under house arrest, repeatedly
justified the brutality of the military junta in the so-called Dirty War crackdown on leftist
opponents during his trial.

WHuman rights activists in the courtroom applauded when his sentence to a civilian
prison was announced.

Rights groups say up to 30,000 people were kidnapped and murdered during the 1976-1983
dictatorship, which began when Videla and two other military leaders staged a coup on March 24, 1976.

When democracy returned to the South American country in 1983, Videla was sentenced to life

imprisonment for the human rights crimes committed during his five years at the helm of the military
junta.

But he spent just five years behind bars before being granted a pardon by then-President Carlos
Menem. Eight years later, a judge scrapped Videla's pardon, ruling that the stealing of babies born to
political prisoners constituted a human rights crime and was therefore imprescriptible.

In 2007, a court ordered him to serve the life sentence he was given in 1985 when Argentina tried the
top dictatorship leaders. Wednesday's conviction is the first since he was pardoned by Menem.



World Cup cover

The families of the victims are being represented by Miguel Ceballos, a lawyer whose father was among
those killed. "When they came looking for my father at the prison, he knew he would be killed," he
said."He said goodbye to his friends and left a photo of his family so they could tell us what happened.”
During his five-year administration, Videla organized the 1978 World Cup in Argentina. Argentina's
victory was used to try to clean the international reputation of the military government at a time when
reports of massive human rights violations had been seeping out, our correspondent says.Videla also
faces charges in ltaly, Spain France and Germany for the murder of some of their citizens in Argentina.
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